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1999 Audi A4 Cruise Control
Switch Manual: A
Comprehensive Guide

The 1999 Audi A4, a model celebrated for its blend of luxury and
performance, often features cruise control as a standard or
optional feature. Understanding the operation of its cruise control
system, however, requires familiarity with the cruise control
switch itself. This comprehensive guide delves into the intricacies
of the 1999 Audi A4 cruise control switch manual, covering its
operation, troubleshooting common issues, and providing
valuable insights for maintaining this essential driving aid. We'll
explore topics like *cruise control stalk replacement*, *wiring
diagrams*, and *common malfunctions* to provide you with a
complete understanding.

Understanding the 1999 Audi A4
Cruise Control System

The cruise control system in your 1999 Audi A4 relies heavily on
the stalk-mounted control switch. This switch, located typically on
the left side of the steering column, houses the buttons and
levers that allow you to activate, set, and adjust your desired
speed. Understanding its functionality is paramount to safely
using the cruise control feature.

### Components of the Cruise Control Switch

The switch itself isn't just a simple on/off button. It's a
sophisticated assembly incorporating several key elements:
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* ON/OFF Switch: This activates and deactivates the entire
cruise control system.
e SET/RES (Resume) Switch: This button allows you to
initially set the desired cruise speed and then resume the
previously set speed after temporarily disengaging.
e COAST/CANCEL Switch: This cancels the cruise control
function, immediately returning control to the driver.
e +/- Speed Adjustment Levers: These levers allow for
incremental increases or decreases in the set speed.

These components work in conjunction with the car's Engine
Control Unit (ECU) and other sensors to maintain a constant
speed.

Using the 1999 Audi A4 Cruise Control
Switch Effectively

Mastering the 1999 Audi A4 cruise control switch involves a few
simple steps. Remember, safety should always be your priority.
Never use cruise control in adverse weather conditions or on
winding roads.

1. Activation: Ensure your vehicle is moving above a certain
speed (typically around 25 mph). Press the ON/OFF switch to
engage the system. A light on your dashboard usually illuminates
to indicate activation.

2. Setting the Speed: Once engaged, press the SET/RES button.
The vehicle will maintain the current speed.

3. Adjusting the Speed: Use the +/- levers to increase or
decrease the set speed.

4. Resuming the Speed: After momentarily disengaging the
cruise control (e.g., by braking), you can resume your previous
speed by simply pressing the RES button.

5. Cancelling Cruise Control: Press the COAST/CANCEL switch
to disengage the cruise control system. This is crucial before
braking or navigating turns.
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Troubleshooting Common Problems
with the Cruise Control Switch

Despite its robust design, the 1999 Audi A4 cruise control switch
can malfunction over time. Here are some common issues and
potential solutions:

e Switch unresponsive: This could be due to a faulty
switch, a blown fuse, or a problem in the wiring harness.
Check the fuse box first. If the fuse is intact, a replacement
switch may be necessary. Consulting a *wiring diagram* for
your specific model is helpful in diagnosing wiring issues.

 Intermittent operation: This points to a problem with
either the switch itself or its connections. Thorough
inspection and cleaning of the contacts may resolve this.

e Inaccurate speed maintenance: This could stem from
issues with other sensors in the vehicle, not just the switch.
A diagnostic scan by a qualified mechanic is recommended.

Replacing the cruise control switch is a relatively straightforward
task for experienced DIY enthusiasts, but it requires some
mechanical aptitude. You'll need the correct tools and a
replacement part specific to your 1999 Audi A4. Improper
installation can lead to further complications, so consider seeking
professional assistance if you're unsure.

Finding Replacement Parts and Repair
Information

Finding a replacement *cruise control stalk* for your 1999 Audi
A4 can be done through several avenues:

¢ Audi Dealership: The most reliable source for genuine
Audi parts. However, expect to pay a premium price.

e Online Retailers: Websites specializing in auto parts offer
a wide selection of both OEM (Original Equipment
Manufacturer) and aftermarket parts. Always verify
compatibility before ordering.
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e Auto Parts Stores: Local auto parts stores may carry the
switch, but availability can vary.

Remember to always consult your owner's manual or a reputable
online resource such as a dedicated Audi forum for specific
instructions and part numbers relevant to your vehicle's
configuration.

Conclusion

The 1999 Audi A4 cruise control switch is a crucial component for

comfortable and efficient long-distance driving. Understanding its

functionality, troubleshooting potential issues, and knowing how

to find replacement parts empowers you to maintain this valuable

feature. While the switch itself may seem simple, its integration
within the larger cruise control system necessitates careful
attention to detail during both operation and maintenance.

Always prioritize safety when using and troubleshooting your
vehicle's cruise control system.

FAQ

Q1: My cruise control isn't working at all. What should | do
first?

A1l: First, check the fuse in your vehicle's fuse box. The cruise
control typically has a dedicated fuse. If the fuse is blown, replace
it with one of the correct amperage. If the problem persists,
inspect the switch itself for any visible damage or loose
connections. If neither of these addresses the issue, a
professional diagnostic scan is recommended to pinpoint the
problem.

Q2: Can | replace the cruise control switch myself?

A2: While possible for mechanically inclined individuals, replacing
the switch requires some automotive expertise. Accessing the
switch can be challenging, and incorrect installation can lead to
further damage or malfunction. If you're not comfortable working
on your car's electrical system, it's best to seek professional
assistance.
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Q3: Where can I find a wiring diagram for the 1999 Audi
A4 cruise control?

A3: Wiring diagrams can often be found online through dedicated
Audi forums or repair manuals specific to your vehicle's year and
model. Use caution when working with vehicle wiring; if unsure,
seek professional help.

Q4: Is there a way to test the cruise control switch before
replacing it?

A4: A multimeter can be used to test the continuity of the
switch's internal circuits. This requires knowledge of electrical
testing and the specific wiring diagram for your switch. Again,

caution is advised.

Q5: My cruise control intermittently cuts out. What could
be the cause?

A5: Intermittent issues often point to loose connections, either
within the switch itself or in its wiring harness. Check for
corrosion or damage to the connector pins. Dirt and debris can
also interfere with the switch's operation.

Q6: How much does a replacement cruise control switch
typically cost?

AG6: The cost varies depending on whether you buy a genuine
Audi part or an aftermarket replacement. Genuine parts are
generally more expensive. Prices range from around $50 to $200
or more.

Q7: Are there any common mistakes to avoid when
replacing the switch?

A7: Avoid damaging the wiring harness during removal and
installation. Ensure the new switch is correctly aligned and
securely fastened before testing. Improper installation can lead to
malfunctions or damage.

Q8: Can | use a cruise control switch from another year or
model of Audi A4?
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A8: While some parts may appear similar, it's highly
recommended to use a cruise control switch specifically designed
for your 1999 Audi A4 model. Compatibility issues can arise,
leading to malfunctions or damage. Always check the part
number for compatibility.

Decoding the 1999 Audi A4 Cruise
Control Switch Manual: A Deep Dive

Navigating the intricacies of a automobile's features can often
feel like deciphering a complex cipher. This is especially true
when dealing with sophisticated driver-assistance features like
cruise control. For owners of a 1999 Audi A4, understanding the
nuances of the cruise control switch and its related manual is
essential for safe and optimal driving. This article will serve as
your comprehensive guide, examining the functionality,
operation, and debugging of the 1999 Audi A4 cruise control
switch, using the manual as our main guide.

The 1999 Audi A4 cruise control system, while seemingly
straightforward in its essential function—maintaining a steady
speed—relies on a precise interplay of digital components. The

cruise control switch itself acts as the key interface between the
driver and this system. Understanding its diverse buttons and
operations is paramount to its proper use.

The manual, usually located within the vehicle's owner's manual,
explains each switch function with pictures and phased
instructions. It likely outlines the procedure for activating, setting,
and turning off the cruise control, stressing the significance of
safety precautions.

Key Features and Operations Based on Typical Manual
Content:

A typical 1999 Audi A4 cruise control switch manual would likely
cover the following:

e ON/OFF Switch: This switch turns on or disables the entire
cruise control system. The manual will emphasize that this
switch must be turned on before any other cruise control
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actions can be utilized.

e SET/RESUME Switch: This is likely the primary command
for setting and resuming the desired speed. The manual will
explain the procedure for pressing this button to store the
current vehicle speed and then resume that speed after
temporarily disengaging the cruise control.

e COAST/CANCEL Switch: This is the critical safety feature
for immediately disengaging the cruise control. The manual
will stress the importance of using this button in emergency

situations or when needing to lower speed rapidly.

e ACCELERATE/DECELERATE Switches: These switches
allow for adjustments to the set speed while the cruise
control is engaged. The manual will describe the process of
using these switches to incrementally raise or decrease the
vehicle's speed.

Troubleshooting Common Issues:

The manual will likely include a section devoted to diagnosing
common problems. This section might cover issues such as:

e Cruise control not engaging: This could be due to a

faulty switch, a problem with the electronic connections, or

a insufficient engine speed. The manual might recommend
checking steps to pinpoint the source of the problem.

¢ Intermittent cruise control operation: This could

indicate a worn connection, a broken component, or even

weather elements. The manual might offer guidance on
inspecting connections and components.

¢ Cruise control not responding to speed adjustments:

This could be a problem with the switch itself or a problem

in the cruise control unit. The manual will suggest a course
of action.

Best Practices and Safety Tips:

Beyond the technical specifications, the manual should offer
important safety guidelines for using the cruise control system.
This might include:
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e Never using cruise control in dangerous weather
circumstances like intense rain, snow, or fog.
e Maintaining a proper following distance at all times, even
when using cruise control.
e Regularly checking the cruise control system for any signs
of wear.
e Understanding the limitations of the cruise control system
and never relying on it entirely.

Conclusion:

The 1999 Audi A4 cruise control switch manual serves as an
invaluable guide for understanding and utilizing this important
driver-assistance feature. By carefully reading the manual and

following its instructions, drivers can securely and effectively use
cruise control, enhancing both comfort and convenience during
long journeys. Remember, safety should always be the top
consideration.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Where can | find the 1999 Audi A4 cruise control
switch manual?

A: The manual is typically found within the vehicle's owner's
manual. It might also be available electronically from Audi's
website or through third-party automotive resources.

2. Q: What should I do if my cruise control switch isn't
working?

A: First, examine the fuse(s) related to the cruise control system.
If the fuse(s) are intact, you should consult the owner’s manual's
diagnostic section or seek professional assistance from an Audi
mechanic.

3. Q: Is it safe to use cruise control in all driving
conditions?

A: No. Cruise control should not be used in dangerous weather
situations, on wet roads, or in heavy traffic. Always prioritize
safety and use your best judgment.
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4. Q: Can | repair the cruise control switch myself?

A: While some minor repairs might be possible, it's generally
recommended to have a professional technician diagnose and
repair any cruise control system problems. Improper repair can
be dangerous.
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