
Citroen  Saxo  Vts
Manual  Hatchback

Citroën  Saxo  VTS
Manual  Hatchback:  A
Hot  Hatch  Legend
The Citroën Saxo VTS manual hatchback remains a
beloved classic among car enthusiasts,  particularly
those  who  appreciate  a  nimble,  engaging,  and
affordable  hot  hatch.  This  article  delves  into  the
details  of  this  iconic  car,  exploring  its  features,
performance,  and  enduring  appeal.  We'll  cover
aspects like its handling, its engine performance,
its  maintenance,  and  its  place  in  automotive
history. Whether you're a seasoned Saxo owner or
simply curious about this legendary little car, read on
to discover why the Saxo VTS continues to capture
hearts and minds.
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The Allure of the Citroën Saxo
VTS:  More  Than  Just  a  Small
Car
The Citroën Saxo VTS, launched in 1997, wasn't just
another  small  hatchback;  it  was  a  statement.  Its
compact size, combined with a surprisingly powerful
engine  and  sharp  handling,  created  a  driving
experience unlike any other in its class. This blend of
affordability and performance cemented its status as
a true hot hatch icon, particularly popular amongst
younger  drivers  and  motorsport  enthusiasts.  Its
lightweight design and relatively low cost also made
it  an  ideal  platform  for  modifications  and  tuning,
further  enhancing  its  appeal.

Performance  and  Handling:  A
Driver's  Delight
The heart of  the Saxo VTS is its 1.6-liter 16-valve
engine, producing around 120bhp. While not earth-
shattering by today's standards, this engine's power-
to-weight ratio made the Saxo VTS incredibly quick
and responsive.  The car's  lightweight  construction,
typically  weighing  under  900kg,  contributes
significantly  to  its  agile  handling.  This  means  it
corners with impressive precision and feels incredibly
lively on the road. The gearbox itself is a notable
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feature; the manual transmission is short-shifted and
engaging, providing a rewarding driving experience.
Many praise the direct  and responsive feel  of  the
steering, offering superb feedback to the driver. This
makes  the  Saxo  VTS  exceptionally  fun  to  drive,
particularly on winding roads.

### Suspension and Braking: Controlling the Power

The Saxo VTS's suspension is tuned for a firm, sporty
ride. While this can be slightly less comfortable than
in some larger or more luxurious cars, it contributes
massively  to  the  car 's  excel lent  handl ing
characteristics.  The  braking  system  is  generally
considered  adequate  for  the  car's  performance,
although upgrades are common amongst enthusiasts
pushing the car's limits.

Maintenance and Ownership: A
Practical Perspective
While the Saxo VTS is a fun car to drive, potential
owners  should  be  aware  of  some  maintenance
considerations.  As  with  any  older  car,  regular
servicing is vital.  Spare parts are generally readily
available,  and  the  car's  relatively  simple  design
means that many maintenance tasks can be carried
out  by  experienced  DIY  mechanics.  However,  the
reliability  of  specific  components  can  vary,  with
some  owners  reporting  issues  with  electrical
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components  and  the  cooling  system  over  time.
Routine  checks  and  prompt  attention  to  any
emerging problems will help ensure years of trouble-
free  enjoyment.  The  overall  running  costs  are
generally reasonable, especially when compared to
more modern performance cars.

The Saxo VTS Today: A Lasting
Legacy
Despite its age, the Citroën Saxo VTS maintains a
strong  following.  Its  affordability,  engaging  driving
dynamics,  and  modifiable  nature  continue  to  attract
enthusiasts. Many remain on the road, testament to
their robustness and enduring appeal. The car holds
a  significant  place  in  motorsport,  particularly  in
rallying and track days, demonstrating its capabilities
beyond  everyday  driving.  The  vibrant  online
community  surrounding  the  Saxo  VTS  provides  a
wealth of information and support for owners, further
contributing to its enduring legacy. The Saxo VTS is
more  than  just  a  car;  it's  a  symbol  of  affordable,
engaging performance and a testament to Citroën's
engineering prowess.

Frequently  Asked  Questions
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(FAQ)
Q1:  What  are  the  common problems  with  a
Citroën Saxo VTS?

A1:  While  generally  reliable,  some common issues
reported include problems with the cooling system
(head gasket failures are a known potential issue),
electrical faults (particularly in older examples), and
wear and tear on suspension components. Regular
maintenance significantly mitigates these risks.

Q2: How much does a Citroën Saxo VTS cost to
insure?

A2: Insurance costs vary depending on factors like
your  age,  location,  driving  history,  and  the  car's
specification.  Because  it's  considered  a  "hot  hatch"
and  often  modified,  insurance  premiums  might  be
higher than for a similar-aged, less powerful car. It's
crucial  to  obtain  quotes  from multiple  insurers  to
compare prices.

Q3: Is the Citroën Saxo VTS a good first car?

A3: The Saxo VTS isn't typically recommended as a
first  car.  Its  performance  capabilities  require  a
responsible and experienced driver. The rear-wheel-
drive  bias  in  handling,  while  fun  for  experienced
drivers, might prove challenging for beginners.
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Q4: What kind of fuel  economy can I  expect
from a Citroën Saxo VTS?

A4: Fuel economy depends on driving style, but you
can expect around 30-35 mpg under average driving
conditions. Aggressive driving will, naturally, reduce
fuel efficiency.

Q5: Are parts readily available for the Citroën
Saxo VTS?

A5: Yes, many parts are still readily available, though
some specialized or performance parts might require
sourcing from specialist suppliers.

Q6:  What  are  the  best  modifications  for  a
Citroën  Saxo  VTS?

A6:  Popular  modifications  include  suspension
upgrades,  performance  exhaust  systems,  engine
tuning  (ECU  remapping),  and  upgraded  brakes.
However,  always  ensure  any  modifications  comply
with  legal  regulations.

Q7:  How does  the  Saxo  VTS compare  to  its
competitors?

A7: Compared to rivals like the Peugeot 106 GTi, the
Saxo  VTS  offers  a  slightly  different  driving
experience,  typically  feeling  more  playful  and
responsive.  The  price  point  is  often  significantly
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lower,  making  it  an  appealing  option.

Q8: Is the Citroën Saxo VTS a good investment?

A8: The Saxo VTS's value is increasing as it becomes
a classic car; therefore, it can be a good investment.
However, buying a well-maintained example is crucial
to  maximise  its  long-term  value.  Condition  and
mileage heavily impact value.

The Citroën Saxo VTS Manual
Hatchback: A Hot Hatch Legend
The Citroën Saxo VTS manual hatchback is more than
just  a  petite  car;  it's  a  symbol  of  a  specific  era  in
motor history. This spirited little machine, produced
from 1997 to  2003,  captured the  souls  of  driving
enthusiasts  with  its  unique  blend  of  performance,
handling,  and cheap pricing.  This article will  delve
into the features that made, and continue to make,
the Saxo VTS a iconic choice for drivers seeking an
engaging and gratifying driving experience.

The Saxo VTS's success hinges on a perfect storm of
engineering selections. Under the bonnet resided a
potent 1.6-liter engine, producing a respectable 122
bhp.  This  wasn't  just  raw  force;  it  was  expertly
adjusted for a responsive and thrilling driving ride.
The motor's character was crisp, eager to accelerate
and deliver outstanding acceleration, particularly in
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the lower rev ranges. This energetic feel was further
enhanced  by  a  sharp  five-speed  stick  gearbox,
allowing  for  seamless  gear  changes  and  a  truly
engaged driving experience.

Beyond  its  drive  system,  the  Saxo  VTS  showed  off
exceptional  nimbleness.  Its  featherlight  chassis,  a
outcome  of  clever  design,  meant  that  it  was
incredibly  agile  and  responded  instantly  to  driver
input. This mixture of power and nimbleness gave the
Saxo VTS a mischievous nature, making it a delight to
drive  on  winding  roads.  The  stiff  suspension,  while
perhaps  unyielding  on  rough  surfaces,  contributed
significantly  to  the  car's  sharp  handling  and
predictable behavior. This made it a popular choice
for  motorsports  applications,  with  many  modified
Saxo  VTSs  racing  successfully  in  various  series.

The  Saxo  VTS  also  possessed  a  distinct  look.  Its
angular lines and petite dimensions gave it a athletic
profile.  While  not  excessively  flashy,  it  exuded  a
subtle  sense  of  speed  that  allured  many  buyers.
Inside,  the  cockpit  was  practical  rather  than
luxurious,  a  trade-off  many  owners  were  willing  to
accept  for  the  car's  impressive  capabilities.  The
simple layout  was surprisingly  ergonomic,  and the
supportive seats held the driver and passenger firmly
in place during spirited driving.

The Saxo VTS also represented excellent value for
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money.  When  new,  it  offered  remarkable
performance at  a  affordable  price.  Even today,  used
examples  remain  relatively  affordable,  making  it  an
accessible entry point into the world of sports cars.
This  approachability,  combined  with  its  engaging
driving dynamics, has helped cultivate a enthusiastic
community of owners and fans who are committed to
maintaining  and  improving  these  cherished
machines.

In closing, the Citroën Saxo VTS manual hatchback
remains a remarkable example of a well-engineered,
engaging,  and  affordable  hot  hatch.  Its  combination
of performance, handling, and character has secured
its  place  in  motoring  history  and  the  minds  of
countless  drivers.  Its  legacy  continues  to  thrive
thanks  to  its  perpetual  appeal  and  a  committed
following of enthusiasts.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1.  What are the common maintenance issues
with a Saxo VTS? Common issues include wear and
tear on the suspension components, potential issues
with the cambelt (requiring timely replacement), and
the possibility of electrical gremlins due to age.

2. How reliable is the Saxo VTS engine? The 1.6-
liter  engine  is  generally  considered  reliable,  but
proper  maintenance,  including  regular  oil  changes
and cambelt replacements, is crucial.
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3. What is the insurance cost for a Saxo VTS?
Insurance costs vary depending on factors such as
age,  location,  and  driving  history,  but  generally,
insurance  for  a  Saxo  VTS  is  relatively  affordable
compared  to  more  modern  performance  cars.

4. Is the Saxo VTS a good first car?  While fun to
drive, its relatively basic features and potential for
high-speed  handling  may  not  be  suitable  for  all
novice drivers. Consider experience and driving skill
levels before purchase.

5.  What  modifications  are  commonly  done  to
Saxo  VTS?  Common  modifications  include
suspension  upgrades,  engine  tuning,  and
performance  exhaust  systems.  Numerous
aftermarket  parts  are  readily  available.
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