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Clean Carburetor on 550EX Manual: A
Comprehensive Guide
Maintaining your Honda TRX550EX Foreman is crucial for optimal performance and longevity. A key
aspect of this maintenance involves regularly cleaning or rebuilding your carburetor. This guide provides
a detailed, step-by-step process for cleaning the carburetor on your 550EX, addressing common issues
and offering helpful tips along the way. We'll cover everything from identifying the need for a clean to
understanding the intricacies of the 550EX carburetor and successfully reinstalling it.

Understanding Your 550EX Carburetor: Why Cleaning is
Essential
The carburetor is the heart of your 550EX's fuel system. It mixes air and fuel in the correct proportions
for efficient combustion. Over time, however, dirt, debris, and varnish buildup can clog the jets, passages,
and other delicate components within the carburetor. This leads to a range of performance problems,
including:

Poor acceleration: Hesitation or sluggishness when you accelerate.
Rough idling: The engine runs rough, stalls easily, or idles inconsistently.
Backfiring: The engine pops or backfires, indicating an improper air-fuel mixture.
Reduced power: A noticeable decrease in overall engine power and performance.
Difficult starting: The engine struggles to start or requires excessive cranking.

These symptoms strongly suggest a 550EX carburetor cleaning is necessary. Ignoring these issues can
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lead to more serious engine damage down the line. Proper carburetor maintenance is a critical aspect of
ATV maintenance.

Tools and Materials You’ll Need for a 550EX Carburetor
Cleaning
Before you begin, gather the necessary tools and materials. Having everything ready beforehand makes
the process much smoother. You'll need:

550EX Service Manual: This is invaluable for detailed diagrams and specifications.
Carburetor cleaner: Choose a high-quality cleaner specifically designed for carburetors.
Compressed air: For blowing out any remaining debris.
Small screwdrivers: Phillips and flathead, for removing screws and jets.
Small brushes: For cleaning intricate parts.
Rags or shop towels: For cleaning and drying components.
A container for cleaning parts: A bowl or container large enough to hold the carburetor parts.
Fuel filter: Replacing this filter while you're working on the carburetor is highly recommended.
Needle-nose pliers: For carefully removing and replacing small jets.
Safety glasses: Protect your eyes from flying debris.
Gloves: Protect your hands from carburetor cleaner chemicals.

Step-by-Step Guide to Cleaning Your 550EX Carburetor
This process requires precision and attention to detail. Carefully follow these steps:

1. Disconnect the Battery: This is a crucial safety precaution to prevent accidental shorts.

2. Remove the Carburetor: Refer to your 550EX service manual for precise instructions on removing
the carburetor. This usually involves disconnecting fuel lines, throttle cables, and air intake. Take photos
as you go to aid in reassembly.
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3. Disassemble the Carburetor: Carefully disassemble the carburetor, separating all the components.
Again, your service manual will be your best guide here. Pay close attention to the order of parts, and lay
them out in an organized fashion.

4. Clean the Components: Thoroughly clean each component using carburetor cleaner and small
brushes. Pay special attention to the jets, passages, and any areas where you see a buildup of dirt or
varnish. Rinse with compressed air to remove any remaining debris.

5. Inspect for Damage: Carefully inspect each part for any signs of damage or wear. Replace any
damaged or worn parts.

6. Reassemble the Carburetor: Carefully reassemble the carburetor, following the reverse order of
disassembly. Ensure all components are correctly seated and tightened.

7. Reinstall the Carburetor: Carefully reinstall the carburetor onto the engine, reconnecting all fuel
lines, throttle cables, and the air intake.

8. Reconnect the Battery: Once everything is reconnected, reconnect the battery.

Testing and Troubleshooting After Carburetor Cleaning
After reinstalling the carburetor, start the engine and check for any improvements in performance. If
issues persist, you may need to:

Verify the Float Level: An incorrect float level can affect the air-fuel mixture. Consult your service
manual for the proper float level setting.
Check for Air Leaks: Check all connections for air leaks. A small leak can significantly impact
performance.
Inspect the Fuel System: Ensure the fuel filter is clean and the fuel line is clear of obstructions.
Consider a Professional: If you continue to experience problems, consider seeking professional
help from an ATV mechanic.
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Conclusion: Maintaining Peak Performance with a Clean
Carburetor
Regular carburetor cleaning is vital for maintaining the peak performance of your Honda TRX550EX
Foreman. Following these steps and paying attention to detail will ensure a smooth and efficient running
machine. Remember, referring to your 550EX service manual is crucial throughout this process. By
proactively maintaining your carburetor, you extend the life of your ATV and ensure many years of
reliable performance.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: How often should I clean my 550EX carburetor?

A1: The frequency depends on several factors, including riding conditions and fuel quality. As a general
guideline, cleaning every 12-18 months or every 500-1000 hours of operation is a good starting point.
However, if you notice any of the performance issues mentioned earlier, it's time for a cleaning.

Q2: Can I use regular brake cleaner to clean the carburetor?

A2: No, avoid using brake cleaner. While it might seem like a quick solution, brake cleaner can damage
the delicate plastic and rubber components within the carburetor. Always use a dedicated carburetor
cleaner.

Q3: What if I damage a part during the cleaning process?

A3: Always refer to your 550EX service manual for part numbers and sources. Honda dealerships and
online retailers specializing in ATV parts are good sources for replacement parts.

Q4: My engine still runs poorly after cleaning the carburetor. What should I do?

A4: There could be other underlying issues. Check for air leaks in the intake system, inspect the fuel lines
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and filter, and ensure the spark plug is functioning correctly. If the problem persists, a professional
mechanic may be necessary.

Q5: Is it possible to rebuild the carburetor instead of just cleaning it?

A5: Yes, a rebuild is a more thorough option. It involves replacing worn-out gaskets, seals, and other
internal components. However, it is more complex than cleaning, requiring specialized tools and
expertise. Refer to your service manual for detailed instructions.

Q6: Where can I find a 550EX service manual?

A6: You can typically find these manuals online through various retailers, or at your local Honda
dealership.

Q7: Can I use an ultrasonic cleaner for my carburetor?

A7: While ultrasonic cleaners can be effective, care must be taken to ensure the cleaner’s solution is
compatible with the carburetor's materials. Some plastics and rubber components might be damaged by
the ultrasonic cleaning process. Always test on a non-critical component first.

Q8: What are the long-term benefits of regular carburetor maintenance?

A8: Regular maintenance, including carburetor cleaning, increases fuel efficiency, maximizes engine
performance, extends the lifespan of the engine, and prevents costly repairs down the line. It ultimately
saves you time and money in the long run.

Deep Dive: Cleaning the Carburetor on Your Honda TRX550EX –
A Comprehensive Guide
Maintaining your Honda TRX550EX ATV involves routine upkeep, and a key component of that is
maintaining a clean carburetor. A clogged carburetor can lead to subpar engine performance, including
lackluster acceleration, rough idling, and even complete engine failure. This extensive guide will walk you
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through the process of cleaning the carburetor on your 550EX, providing you with the knowledge and
guidance needed for a positive outcome. We’ll explore each stage in detail, ensuring you grasp the
process completely.

Gathering Your Tools and Supplies:

Before you start the task, it's vital to collect the necessary equipment. You'll require the following:

A comprehensive Honda TRX550EX repair manual – this gives specific diagrams and instructions.
A set of wrenches (Phillips and flathead) in various sizes.
A variety of nuts and spanners to remove various parts.
A clean task area, ideally outdoors or in a well-airy space.
A receptacle for gathering gas.
Carburetor solvent. Choose a reputable brand particularly designed for this purpose.
Pressurized air.
Towels or paper towels.
A small paint brush for cleaning residue.
Needle-nose pliers.

Disassembling the Carburetor:

Once you have the necessary materials, you can begin with the disassembly of the carburetor. Refer to
your maintenance manual for specific directions specific to your type of 550EX. Generally, this involves:

1. Disconnecting the gas line and evacuating any remaining fuel into a safe receptacle.

2. Detaching the airbox and fuel filter.

3. Detaching the fuel system from the intake.

4. Slowly taking apart the carb into its separate pieces. Be positive to record pictures as you go to help in
reassembly.
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Cleaning the Carburetor:

With the carb taken apart, you can start the purification process.

1. Soak the pieces in carb cleaner. Allow them to remain for a minimum of 30 minutes, or longer if
needed.

2. Using a tiny bristle brush, carefully remove any debris or deposits from all part.

3. Wash each component completely with compressed air to eliminate any remaining cleaner or debris.

4. Check all nozzles and channels for any impediments. Unclog any blockages using a small needle.

Reassembling and Installation:

After the cleaning procedure is finished, gently reconstruct the carburetor, referring to your service
manual for exact guidance. Ensure that each component is in its correct position.

Finally, put back the carburetor onto the manifold, reconnect the gas line, reattach the intake and air
screen, and you’re prepared to start your powerplant.

Conclusion:

Cleaning your Honda TRX550EX's carburetor is a reasonably simple procedure that can considerably
improve your motor's function. By following these steps and taking your effort, you can confirm a smooth
operating engine and increase its duration. Remember to always consult your repair manual for make-
specific directions.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: How often should I clean my carburetor?

A1: The frequency of carburetor purification depends on multiple factors, including riding situations, gas
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grade, and the general state of your vehicle. A good rule of thumb is to examine it once a year or every
500-1000 hours of operation.

Q2: What if I damage a part during disassembly?

A2: If you damage a part, you'll require to substitute it. Refer to your maintenance manual for component
numbers and sources for replacement pieces.

Q3: Can I use a different type of cleaner?

A3: While other cleaners might work, it’s recommended to use a carburetor cleaner explicitly designed
for this application. Using the wrong cleaner could harm delicate components.

Q4: My ATV is still running poorly after cleaning the carburetor. What should I do?

A4: If your ATV is still running poorly, there might be other underlying issues. Consider checking other
motor systems, such as the air element, ignition units, or even the fuel pump. If you're uncomfortable
troubleshooting these parts, it’s advisable to consult a skilled expert.
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