
Eavy Metal Painting Guide

The  Ultimate  Heavy  Metal  Miniature
Painting  Guide:  Techniques  and  Tips
for Stunning Results
The  world  of  miniature  painting  is  vast  and  varied,  but  few  pursuits  offer  the  same
rewarding challenge and visual spectacle as painting heavy metal miniatures. Whether
you're a seasoned wargamer or a curious beginner, this comprehensive guide will equip
you with the knowledge and techniques to achieve stunning results on your heavy metal
figures. We'll  cover everything from essential supplies to advanced techniques, making
this your ultimate heavy metal painting guide.

Getting Started: Essential Supplies and Preparation
Before you even think about picking up a brush, you need the right tools. This section of
our heavy metal painting guide focuses on the essential supplies and the importance of
proper preparation. This includes not only the paints themselves but also tools that will
significantly improve your painting experience and the quality of your results.

Priming: This crucial first step ensures your paints adhere properly. Use a spray-
on primer – either black or white depending on your chosen color scheme. Black
primer is excellent for dark metallics, while white provides a brighter base for
lighter tones. A chaos black primer is a popular choice amongst miniature painters
because of its fine particle spray.

Paints: Invest in a good quality acrylic miniature paint range. Citadel paints are
widely  used  and  readily  available,  but  many  other  excellent  brands  offer  similar
quality.  For  heavy  metal  painting,  you'll  need  a  range  of  metallics  (e.g.,
leadbelcher, ironbreaker, runefang steel), along with various shades and washes to
add depth and highlight details.

Brushes: You'll need a variety of brush sizes. A fine detail brush (size 0 or 00) is
crucial for intricate details, while larger brushes (size 2 or 3) are useful for base
coating. Synthetic brushes are generally preferred for acrylic paints due to their
durability.

Palette: A wet palette keeps your paints moist and prevents them from drying out
quickly. This is crucial for maintaining a smooth, consistent paint application.

Other essentials:  This includes a water pot for cleaning your brushes, paper
towels,  and  a  hobby  knife  or  clippers  for  removing  mold  lines  from  your
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miniatures.

Mastering  Metallic  Effects:  Techniques  for  Realistic
Metal
This is where the magic happens! This section of our heavy metal painting guide delves
into the various techniques for creating realistic metallic effects on your miniatures.

Base Coating:  Apply a thin, even coat of your chosen metallic paint to the entire
miniature. Avoid thick applications, as these can obscure details. Multiple thin coats are
better than one thick coat.

Washing: Once the base coat is dry, apply a wash to accentuate the recesses and
details. A dark brown or black wash will work well for most metallics. Allow the wash to
settle into the recesses before carefully removing any excess.

Drybrushing: Drybrushing involves using a very dry brush with a small amount of a
lighter metallic paint to pick out the raised areas and edges of the miniature. This
technique adds highlights and brings out the texture of the metal.

Layering: Build up the highlights using progressively lighter shades of your metallic
paint. Apply these highlights carefully to the areas that would naturally catch the light.
This  creates  depth  and realism.  Stippling,  a  technique involving  dabbing the  paint
instead of sweeping strokes, can also be effective.

Edge  Highlighting:  For  a  truly  polished  look,  use  a  very  fine  brush  and  a  very  light
metallic paint to highlight the sharp edges of your miniature. This will add a crisp, clean
look to your metallic surfaces.

Beyond the Metal:  Adding Depth and Detail  with
Non-Metallic Paints
While metallic paints are the stars of the show, incorporating non-metallic paints will
dramatically improve your miniatures.

Adding Color: Non-metallic paints can be used to paint areas that are not metallic,
such as cloth, leather, wood, and skin. This adds realism and variation to the overall look
of your miniature.

Weathering  Techniques:  Techniques  like  chipping,  scratches,  and  rust  can  add
significant realism to your heavy metal miniatures. These can be achieved using various
techniques, including dry brushing, stippling, and applying pigments.

Adding Texture:  Texturing pastes or washes can further add depth and realism to
different materials.
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Advanced  Heavy  Metal  Painting  Techniques:
Achieving  Masterpiece-Level  Results
This section of our heavy metal painting guide explores some advanced techniques that
can elevate your miniatures to a truly professional level.

Oil  Washing:  Oil  paints  offer  a  slower  drying  time,  which  is  incredibly  useful  for
controlling  blends  and  creating  smooth  transitions.  They  also  allow  for  more  refined
weathering  techniques.

Zenithal Highlighting: This airbrushing technique involves using a light source directly
above the miniature to create a natural gradient of light and shadow, emphasizing the
three-dimensionality.

Using Pigments: Pigments can be used to add texture and realism. They work great for
creating rust, dust, and grime effects.

Conclusion:  Unleash Your Inner  Artist  with Heavy
Metal Miniature Painting
This comprehensive heavy metal painting guide has covered essential techniques, from
preparing  your  miniatures  to  mastering  advanced  effects.  Remember,  practice  makes
perfect. The more you paint, the better you'll become. Don’t be afraid to experiment, try
new techniques, and most importantly, have fun! The beauty of this hobby lies in the
creative freedom and the satisfaction of  transforming simple plastic miniatures into
stunning works of art.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: What type of primer is best for heavy metal painting?

A1: Both black and white primers are suitable. Black primers make dark metallics pop,
while white primers help lighter metallics shine. Choose the primer that best suits the
overall color scheme of your miniature.

Q2: How do I avoid brush strokes when applying metallic paints?

A2: Thin your paints properly and apply multiple thin coats instead of one thick coat. Use
smooth, controlled strokes, and allow each coat to dry completely before applying the
next.

Q3: What are the best washes for heavy metal miniatures?

A3:  Dark  brown,  black,  or  even  a  dark  grey  wash  works  well  for  most  metallics.
Experiment with different washes to see what suits your style.

Q4: How can I achieve a realistic rusty effect?
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A4: Use a rust-colored wash or pigment applied sparingly to areas where rust would
naturally accumulate. Drybrushing with a lighter rust color can further enhance the
effect.

Q5: What are some good brands of metallic paints?

A5: Citadel, Vallejo, and Army Painter are all popular and high-quality brands with a wide
selection of metallic paints.

Q6: How do I clean my brushes properly?

A6: Immediately after painting, rinse your brushes thoroughly with warm water and a
gentle soap. Reshape the bristles and allow them to air dry. Avoid leaving paint to dry on
the brushes.

Q7: How long does it typically take to paint a heavy metal miniature?

A7: This highly depends on the size and complexity of the miniature and your skill level.
A simple miniature might take a few hours, while a more complex one could take several
days or even weeks.

Q8:  Where  can  I  find  more  information  and  inspiration  for  heavy  metal
miniature  painting?

A8: Numerous online resources are available, including YouTube channels dedicated to
miniature painting, online forums and communities,  and various blogs and websites
offering tutorials and inspiration.

Heavy  Metal  Painting  Guide:  A  Comprehensive
Journey into Miniature Mastery
This tutorial will take you on a thrilling expedition into the captivating sphere of heavy
metal miniature painting. Whether you're a beginner just commencing your pursuit or a
veteran painter seeking to improve your skills, this complete guide will give you the
knowledge  and  approaches  you  want  to  produce  truly  stunning  outcomes.  We'll
investigate  everything  from  elementary  preparation  to  advanced  highlighting  and
weathering techniques, ensuring you conquer the art of heavy metal miniature painting.

### Part 1: Laying the Foundation – Preparation and Priming

Before you even think about picking up a paintbrush, proper preparation is crucial. This
step is often ignored, but it significantly impacts the final standard of your paint work.

1. Cleaning: Start by thoroughly cleaning your miniature. Use tepid water and a soft
bristle brush to remove any residue. This guarantees a smooth surface for superior paint
adhesion.

2. Assembly: If your miniature comes in components, assemble it precisely using a
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correct adhesive. Ensure accurate alignment and permit the glue to thoroughly dry
before continuing.

3.  Priming:  Priming  is  definitely  essential.  It  gives  an  even  base  for  your  paints  to
adhere to, stopping chipping and bettering the overall result. Choose a primer that suits
your selected paint scheme. Usual choices include black, white, or grey. Apply thin, even
coats, allowing each coat to dry completely before applying the next.

### Part 2: Basecoating and Layering – Building the Foundation of Metal

Once your miniature is primed, it's time to apply the foundation. This is the first layer of
paint  that  forms  the  base  for  all  subsequent  layers.  For  a  heavy  metal  effect,  a  dark
metallic basecoat, such as gunmetal or black, is ideal. Apply several thin coats, ensuring
even coverage and allowing each coat to dry before applying the next.

Next comes the layering process. This involves applying successive layers of slightly
lighter shades to gradually build up the depth and dimension of your metallic surfaces.
This technique helps to simulate the subtle variations in light and shadow that occur on
real metal surfaces. For example, after your gunmetal basecoat, you might apply a layer
of a slightly lighter metallic grey, followed by a highlight of a very light silver. Think of it
like sculpting with paint – each layer adds to the three-dimensional illusion.

### Part 3: Advanced Techniques – Achieving a Realistic Metal Finish

Heavy metal painting goes beyond just basecoating and layering. To achieve a truly
convincing metal effect, you'll desire to master several sophisticated techniques:

1. Washing: Washes are watered down paints that settle into crevices and recesses,
adding depth and shadow to your model. A dark brown or black wash applied to the
recesses of your metal surfaces will create a realistic, aged look.

2. Drybrushing: Drybrushing involves using a partially dry brush with a very light coat
of paint to emphasize raised areas and create a sense of texture. This technique is
particularly effective for creating the worn look of aged metal.

3.  Highlighting:  As  mentioned  before,  highlighting  involves  applying  progressively
lighter shades of paint to the raised areas of your model to simulate the effect of light
reflecting off the metal surface. This assists create a sense of form.

4.  Edge Highlighting:  This  approach involves applying a very thin line of  a vivid
metallic  colour  along  the  edges  of  your  model,  moreover  enhancing  the  sense  of
sharpness and form.

### Part 4: Final Touches – Weathering and Finishing

Once you're happy with the metallic effect, it's time to add some final touches to finish
your miniature. Consider incorporating weathering techniques to simulate the effects of
age, wear and tear, and environmental exposure. This could involve applying a layer of
dust, rust, or grime to improve the overall look.
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Finally, once everything is dry, consider using a matte varnish to protect your paint work
and provide a uniform look.

### Conclusion

Mastering the art of heavy metal miniature painting requires dedication and practice,
but the outcomes are well worth the work. By following the steps outlined in this manual,
you can transform your miniatures from simple figures into remarkable works of art that
grab the gaze of any viewer.

### Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What type of paints are best for heavy metal painting?

A1:  Acrylic paints are generally preferred for their  versatility,  ease of cleanup, and
durability.  Citadel,  Vallejo,  and Army Painter are popular brands amongst miniature
painters.

Q2: How do I thin my paints properly?

A2: Thinning paints is crucial for smooth application and to avoid clogging your brush.
Add water or a dedicated paint medium drop by drop, stirring gently until you achieve a
consistency similar to milk.

Q3: How long should I let my paints dry between coats?

A3: Allow each coat to dry completely before applying the next. This usually takes 30
minutes to an hour, depending on the paint, the ambient temperature, and the thickness
of the coat.

Q4: What is the best way to clean my brushes?

A4: Clean your brushes immediately after use with warm water and soap. Gently work
the bristles to remove all paint, and reshape them before letting them air dry.

Q5: Where can I find more information and inspiration?

A5:  Many online resources, forums, and social media groups dedicated to miniature
painting  offer  tutorials,  tips,  and  inspiration.  Searching  for  "heavy  metal  miniature
painting" on platforms like YouTube and Pinterest can reveal a wealth of information.
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