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The roar of a 1959 Chevrolet, its chrome gleaming
under the sun, is a sound that resonates with car
enthusiasts worldwide. But owning a classic Chevy
is only half the battle; truly appreciating its
potential involves understanding and utilizing its
original accessories. This article delves into the
world of the 1959 Chevy accessory installation
manual original, exploring its value, content, and
the importance of these manuals for both
restoration and appreciation of this iconic
American automobile. We'll also cover topics like
1959 Chevy accessory catalogs, the process of
installing 1959 Chevy accessories, and finding
reliable sources for original documentation.

The Value of an Original 1959
Chevy Accessory Installation
Manual

The original 1959 Chevy accessory installation

manual is far more than just a collection of
instructions; it's a crucial piece of automotive
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history. These manuals, often printed on high-
quality paper and featuring detailed diagrams and
photographs, offer a glimpse into the
craftsmanship and engineering of the era. Their
value extends beyond mere functionality:

e Authentic Restoration: For those meticulously
restoring a 1959 Chevy, the original manual is
indispensable. It provides the manufacturer's
recommended procedures, ensuring authenticity
and avoiding potential damage caused by
incorrect installation techniques. Using the
original manual is paramount for maintaining
the vehicle's historical accuracy.

e Understanding Original Accessories: The manual
details the installation of specific
accessories, providing crucial information on
parts, tools, and specific procedures not
readily found elsewhere. This knowledge helps
to identify original parts versus later
reproductions.

e Collector's Item: Original 1959 Chevy
accessory installation manuals are
increasingly sought-after by collectors. Their
rarity and historical significance contribute
to their value, making them desirable
additions to any classic car collection.

e Troubleshooting & Repair: Even for minor
repairs or adjustments to original
accessories, the manual can provide invaluable
insights into the inner workings and proper
maintenance of these components. This can save
time, money, and potential frustration.

e Added Value to Your Vehicle: Owning an
original manual significantly enhances the
value and provenance of your 1959 Chevy,
especially if you’re planning on selling it in
the future.
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Finding and Using Your 1959 Chevy
Accessory Installation Manual

Locating an original 1959 Chevy accessory
installation manual can be a rewarding but
challenging task. Several avenues exist:

e Online Marketplaces: Sites like eBay,
Craigslist, and specialized classic car forums
often feature listings for original manuals.
Be aware of potential reproductions; examine
listings carefully and verify the seller's
reputation.

e Classic Car Shows and Swap Meets: These events
often provide opportunities to connect with
knowledgeable enthusiasts and potentially find
a rare manual. Networking with other
collectors can lead to unexpected finds.

e Online Communities: Joining online communities
dedicated to 1959 Chevrolets allows you to
connect with others who may own or know where
to find these manuals. These communities are
excellent sources of information and support.

e Specialized Dealers: Some classic car parts
dealers specialize in manuals and other
documentation. Checking with these dealers may
yield positive results.

Once you obtain a manual, familiarize yourself
with its contents. It will likely include detailed
instructions, diagrams, and parts lists for
various accessories. Remember to approach the
installation process systematically, following the
instructions precisely. Always prioritize safety
and have the correct tools at hand.

Common 1959 Chevy Accessories and
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Their Installation

The range of accessories available for the 1959
Chevy was extensive, reflecting the era's emphasis
on customization and personalization. Some popular
accessories included:

e Exterior Accessories: These ranged from chrome
trim pieces and wheel covers to spotlights,
side mirrors, and luggage racks. The
installation often involved careful alignment
and secure fastening to avoid damage to the
vehicle's paintwork.

e Interior Accessories: Interior accessories
might include custom seat covers, specialized
floor mats, dashboard clocks, and radios. The
installation of these components required
attention to detail to ensure proper fit and
functionality.

* Performance Accessories: For those seeking
enhanced performance, options included
upgraded carburetors, exhaust systems, and
performance air filters. These required a
deeper understanding of automotive mechanics
and often involved more intricate installation
processes. Incorrect installation of
performance accessories could impact the
vehicle's reliability and safety.

The 1959 Chevy accessory installation manual
original provides specific guidance on installing
each accessory safely and correctly, ensuring
optimal functionality and preserving the integrity
of the vehicle.

Preserving Your 1959 Chevy
Accessory Installation Manual

Original manuals are valuable artifacts, requiring
careful handling and storage to ensure their
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longevity. Store your manual in a cool, dry place
away from direct sunlight and excessive humidity.
Use archival-quality sleeves or binders to protect
it from damage. Regularly inspect the manual for
any signs of deterioration and take steps to
mitigate any potential issues.

Conclusion

The original 1959 Chevy accessory installation
manual is an invaluable resource for enthusiasts,
restorers, and collectors alike. It provides
detailed instructions, insights into the era's
automotive technology, and contributes
significantly to the authenticity and value of a
classic 1959 Chevrolet. By diligently searching
for and preserving these manuals, we can help
ensure the legacy of this iconic American car
endures.

FAQ

Ql: Where can I find reproductions of the 1959
Chevy accessory installation manual if I can't
find an original?

Al: While original manuals are ideal, high-quality
reproductions are available from some classic car
parts suppliers and online retailers. Always
verify the authenticity and accuracy of any
reproduction before purchase. Compare it to
pictures of original manuals to check for
differences.

Q2: Are there online resources that offer guidance
similar to the original manual?

A2: Yes, several online forums and websites
dedicated to 1959 Chevrolets offer advice and
information about accessory installation. However,
always prioritize information from the original
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manual as it's the most accurate source.

Q3: What tools are generally needed for installing
1959 Chevy accessories?

A3: The necessary tools vary depending on the
specific accessory. However, a basic set of hand
tools, including screwdrivers, wrenches, pliers,
and possibly a socket set, will be essential. The
original manual will specify the required tools
for each accessory.

Q4: Can I install accessories myself, or should I
seek professional help?

A4: Your skill level and the complexity of the
accessory will determine whether you can install
it yourself. For straightforward accessories, a
mechanically inclined individual can often manage
the installation. However, complex installations,
especially those involving electrical or
performance modifications, are best left to
experienced professionals.

Q5: How can I tell if a 1959 Chevy accessory is
original?

A5: Original parts often bear specific markings or
casting numbers. Comparing the part to images and
descriptions in the original accessory catalog or
manual can help with identification. Additionally,
consulting with experts within the 1959 Chevy
community can help you determine authenticity.

Q6: What is the typical price range for an
original 1959 Chevy accessory installation manual?

A6: The price varies significantly depending on
condition, completeness, and demand. Expect to pay
anywhere from a few hundred to several thousand
dollars for a well-preserved original manual.
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Q7: Are there any safety precautions I should take
when installing accessories?

A7: Always disconnect the battery's negative
terminal before working on any electrical
components. Wear appropriate safety glasses and
gloves to protect yourself from potential injury.
Work in a well-ventilated area, especially when
working with chemicals or fumes.

Q8: What if I encounter difficulties installing an
accessory using the manual?

A8: If you encounter problems, consult online
forums dedicated to 1959 Chevrolets or seek
guidance from experienced mechanics. Thoroughly
review the instructions in the manual, and if the
problem persists, seek professional assistance.

Unearthing the Secrets: A Deep
Dive into the 1959 Chevy
Accessory Installation Manual
Original

The period 1959 marked a apex in American
automotive design, and the Chevrolet lineup was no
anomaly. For many enthusiasts, owning a '59 Chevy
is only half the fun. The real thrill comes from
customizing it, adding those chic accessories that
transform a classic car into a truly individual
expression of its owner's temperament. And to do
that correctly, accurately, and safely, one needs
the essential resource: the original 1959 Chevy
accessory installation manual.

This guide isn't just a collection of
illustrations; it's a time capsule of automotive
craftsmanship from a bygone epoch. It gives
detailed guidance on installing a vast array of
extra equipment, from simple items like bench
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covers and outside trim to more complex
installations, such as strong aftermarket radios
and unique engine components. Understanding this
manual is essential to not only successful
installation but also to maintaining the integrity
of your classic vehicle.

The manual itself is a treasure of simplicity and
detail. The text is straightforward, eschewing
technical terms whenever practical. The drawings,
often black and white, are surprisingly clear and
adequately guide the user through each step of the
procedure. Think of it as a detailed recipe, but
instead of a cake, you're assembling a piece of
automotive history.

One of the most important aspects of the original
1959 Chevy accessory installation manual is its
attention to precision. Each part is covered in
distinct sections, with specific instructions
tailored to its unique features. For instance, the
instructions for installing a tail window deicer
will differ significantly from those for a shiny
accessory set. The manual also underscores the
necessity of using the proper tools and procedures
to prevent damage to both the piece and the
vehicle itself. This is where the genuine value of
the original manual shines; improvised methods can
easily damage a vintage piece or even worse, your
classic Chevy.

Furthermore, the manual functions as a historical
artifact. It provides a insight into the
manufacturing processes and the norms expected
during that time. The extent of detail in the
instructions reflects the pride and skill that
went into both the cars themselves and the
accessories intended to enhance them. It's a
testament to a bygone era when longevity was a
priority, a stark comparison to the often
disposable nature of many modern items.
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Acquiring an original 1959 Chevy accessory
installation manual can be a difficult
undertaking. Many have been lost over the years,
and the left copies are often highly sought after
by collectors and restoration specialists. Online
selling sites, vintage car groups, and specific
automotive parts dealers are potential places for
finding one. However, be set to spend a
significant sum for a copy in good condition. The
investment, however, is often considered
worthwhile given the importance and infrequency of
the item.

In summary, the original 1959 Chevy accessory
installation manual is far more than just a
manual. It’s a valuable instrument for any owner
of a '59 Chevy looking to maintain or enhance
their classic automobile. It’s also a fascinating
object of automotive history, offering a unique
outlook on the culture of the late 1950s. Its
detail and precision make it an invaluable
resource for ensuring the proper and safe
installation of parts, thus preserving the value
of this iconic American classic.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

* Q: Where can I find a 1959 Chevy accessory
installation manual? A: Online auction sites
(eBay, etc.), vintage car parts dealers, and
specialized automotive forums are good
starting points. Be prepared to search
diligently and potentially pay a premium for a
well-preserved copy.

¢ Q: Are there digital versions of the manual
available? A: While finding a scanned or
digital copy might be easier than a physical
copy, be wary of low-quality reproductions.
Ensure the source is reputable to avoid
inaccuracies.
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e Q: Can I use a later-year Chevy manual as a
substitute? A: While some similarities might
exist, it's not recommended. Each year had its
own specific designs and components; using an
incorrect manual could lead to improper
installation and potential damage.

* Q: Is the manual necessary for installing all
accessories? A: While some simpler accessories
may have straightforward instructions, the
manual is highly recommended for complex
installations to avoid potential damage and
ensure proper function.
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