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Fiancé and Marriage Visas: A
Couple's Guide to US Immigration

Planning a life together across borders? Navigating the complexities of US
immigration can be daunting, but understanding the process for fiancé and
marriage visas is the first step towards a successful future together. This
comprehensive guide provides essential information for couples looking to
reunite in the United States through fiancé(e) visas (K-1 visas) and marriage-
based green cards (adjusting status).

Understanding Fiancé(e) Visas (K-1 Visas)

The K-1 visa, also known as a fiancé(e) visa, allows a foreign citizen to enter
the United States to marry their US citizen or lawful permanent resident
fiancé(e). This visa is specifically designed for couples who plan to wed within
90 days of the foreign citizen's arrival. This timeframe is crucial; failure to
marry within this period can lead to deportation.

Key Requirements for K-1 Visas:

» US Citizen or LPR Petitioner: A US citizen or lawful permanent
resident must petition for their fiancé(e).

e Genuine Relationship: USCIS (United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services) rigorously investigates the relationship to ensure
it's genuine and not solely for immigration purposes. Evidence of a bona
fide relationship is paramount. This includes photos, correspondence,
travel itineraries, and declarations from mutual friends and family.

 Intent to Marry: Both parties must clearly demonstrate their intention
to marry.

* Meeting in Person: The couple must have met in person within two
years prior to filing the petition, unless an exception applies (e.qg.,
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extreme hardship).
The K-1 Visa Process:
The process typically involves several stages:

1. Petition Filing: The US citizen or LPR files Form I-129F, Petition for Alien
Fiancé(e).

2. Processing and Investigation: USCIS processes the petition, which may
include background checks and interviews.

3. Visa Interview: The fiancé(e) attends a visa interview at a US embassy or
consulate in their home country.

4. Visa Approval and Travel: Upon approval, the fiancé(e) can travel to the
US to marry their partner.

5. Marriage and Green Card Application: Within 90 days of arrival, the
couple must marry, and the foreign spouse then applies for adjustment of
status to obtain a green card.

Marriage-Based Green Cards (Adjusting
Status)

After a foreign national marries a US citizen or LPR, they can apply for a green
card through a process called "adjustment of status." This allows them to
remain in the US legally and eventually become a lawful permanent resident.

Requirements for Adjusting Status:

» Valid Marriage: The marriage must be legal and bona fide.

» Evidence of Marriage: The couple must provide substantial evidence
of their marriage, including a marriage certificate, photos, joint bank
accounts, and other documentation demonstrating a legitimate marital
relationship.

e Form 1-130: The US citizen or LPR files Form I-130, Petition for Alien
Relative.

e Form 1-485: The foreign spouse files Form 1-485, Application to Register
Permanent Residence or Adjust Status.

The Adjustment of Status Process:
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This process often involves:

1. Filing the Petitions: Forms I-130 and 1-485 are filed concurrently with
USCIS.

2. Biometrics Appointment: The foreign spouse attends a biometrics
appointment for fingerprints and photos.

3. Interview: USCIS may schedule an interview with both spouses to verify
the validity of the marriage.

4. Approval and Green Card Issuance: Upon approval, the foreign spouse
receives a green card.

Conditional Green Cards:

If the marriage occurred less than two years before the filing of Form 1-485,
the green card granted will be conditional, valid for two years. To remove the
conditions, the couple must file Form I-751, Petition to Remove Conditions on
Residence, before the two-year anniversary of the conditional green card's
issuance. Failure to do so could result in deportation.

Common Challenges and Pitfalls

Navigating the fiancé(e) and marriage visa processes presents several
challenges. Careful planning and preparation are crucial. Some common
hurdles include:

e Proving a Bona Fide Relationship: Failing to provide sufficient
evidence of a genuine relationship is a major reason for denials.

e Meeting the 90-Day Marriage Deadline (K-1 Visas): Unexpected
delays can lead to missed deadlines, requiring new applications.

e Immigration Fraud: USCIS rigorously combats immigration fraud. Any
attempt to circumvent the rules can have serious consequences.

e Complex Procedures and Forms: The application process is complex
and requires careful attention to detail. Seeking professional legal
counsel can mitigate risks.

e Cost: Filing fees and legal expenses can be substantial. Budgeting
effectively is crucial.

Fiance And Marriage Visas A Couples Guide To Us Immigration Fiance And Marriage Visas
3



Fiance And Marriage Visas A Couples Guide To Us Immigration Fiance And
Marriage Visas

Seeking Professional Assistance

The complexities of US immigration law make seeking professional assistance
highly recommended. An experienced immigration attorney can guide couples
through each step, ensure all forms are completed accurately, and represent
them during interviews. They can also help navigate challenges and address
any unexpected issues that may arise. Their expertise can significantly
increase the chances of a successful outcome.

Keywords: K-1 visa, marriage-based green card, US immigration, adjustment
of status, fiancé visa

Conclusion

Securing a fiancé(e) visa or marriage-based green card requires meticulous
planning, comprehensive documentation, and a clear understanding of the
legal requirements. While the process can be complex, the reward of building
a life together in the United States makes it a worthwhile endeavor.
Remember that thorough preparation, accuracy in documentation, and
potentially seeking professional legal aid are essential ingredients for success.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What is the difference between a K-1 visa and adjusting status?

Al: A K-1 visa allows a foreign fiancé(e) to enter the US to marry their US
citizen or LPR partner within 90 days. Adjusting status is the process a foreign
spouse uses to obtain a green card after marrying a US citizen or LPR while
already in the United States.

Q2: How long does the K-1 visa process take?

A2: The processing time varies greatly, but it can generally take anywhere
from 6 to 12 months or longer, depending on various factors including the
USCIS workload and individual case complexities.

Q3: What kind of evidence is needed to prove a bona fide
relationship?

A3: Evidence should demonstrate a genuine and ongoing relationship. This
includes photos together, correspondence (emails, letters, messages), travel
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itineraries, joint bank accounts, lease agreements, declarations from friends
and family, and proof of shared finances and living arrangements.

Q4: What happens if | don't marry within 90 days of arriving on a K-1
visa?

A4: Failure to marry within the 90-day period renders the K-1 visa invalid, and
the foreign national is subject to deportation. They would need to leave the
United States and potentially reapply for another visa type.

Q5: How much does the process cost?

A5: Costs vary based on legal fees (if you use an attorney), filing fees with
USCIS, and other expenses associated with travel and documentation. It's wise
to budget for a significant expense.

Q6: Can | work while my application is pending?

A6: Generally, you cannot work legally in the US while waiting for a K-1 visa or
during the adjustment of status process unless you obtain an Employment
Authorization Document (EAD). An immigration attorney can advise on
eligibility for an EAD.

Q7: What if my marriage ends before | get my green card?

A7: The outcome depends on the circumstances and timing. If the marriage
ends before the two-year mark for conditional green cards, it can complicate
the process. You should seek legal counsel immediately.

Q8: Is it possible to get denied a visa or green card?

A8: Yes, applications can be denied for various reasons, including insufficient
evidence of a genuine relationship, a history of criminal activity, or other
issues. A denial doesn't necessarily mean the end, but it often requires re-
application with stronger evidence or addressing the reasons for denial.

Fiance and Marriage Visas: A Couple's Guide to US Immigration Fiance and
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Navigating the knotty world of US immigration can appear daunting, especially
for duos dreaming of a life together in America. This comprehensive handbook
will explain the process of obtaining a fiancé(e) visa (K-1 visa) and a marriage-
based green card (adjusting status), providing vital information and helpful
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guidance to help you effectively navigate this path.
Understanding the K-1 Visa (Fiance(e) Visa):

The K-1 visa is specifically designed for American citizens who are committed
to a international national. This visa allows the fiancé(e) to enter the US solely
for the purpose of marrying the petitioning citizen. Once in the US, the couple
has a confined time frame - typically 90 days - to unite the knot. Failure to
marry within this timeframe makes the K-1 visa null, and the fiancé(e) may
face deportation.

The application process is lengthy and demands careful readiness. Key
documents include verification of the bond, financial support for the fiancé(e),
criminal records, and physical evaluations. Accurate and full documentation
are essential to a positive conclusion. Neglecting to provide essential
documentation can prolong the process considerably.

Transitioning to a Marriage-Based Green Card:

After happily marrying their partner, the K-1 visa holder must subsequently
request for adjustment of status to obtain a green card. This process includes
presenting additional documentation, including the marriage certificate,
demonstration of the marital relationship, monetary statements, and further
proof affirming the legitimacy of the marriage.

Challenges and Common Pitfalls:

The whole process can be psychologically demanding, as partners encounter
considerable anxiety while anticipating decisions from USCIS. One frequent
obstacle is insufficient planning, resulting to delays and potential refusal.
Another important concern is the load of evidence required to prove a
authentic marriage. USCIS investigates applications meticulously to deter
fraudulent marriages. Preserving a solid relationship and creating a persuasive
story of your life together is crucial.

Practical Tips for Success:

e Consult an Immigration Attorney: Seeking skilled attorney guidance
from an knowledgeable immigration attorney is strongly advised. They
can guide you through the nuances of the process and ensure that your
request is thorough and correct.

* Thorough Documentation: Gather and organize all necessary

Fiance And Marriage Visas A Couples Guide To Us Immigration Fiance And Marriage Visas
6



Fiance And Marriage Visas A Couples Guide To Us Immigration Fiance And
Marriage Visas

materials well in advance of application. Preserve organized records of
all communication with USCIS.

 Demonstrate a Bona Fide Marriage: Maintain open and honest
dialogue with your spouse throughout the process. Collect evidence of
your relationship, including photos, emails, travel itineraries, and joint
financial papers.

Conclusion:

Obtaining a fiancé(e) visa and a marriage-based green card is a difficult but
feasible goal. By carefully preparing, gathering all necessary materials, and
seeking professional legal advice when needed, couples can enhance their
odds of a successful conclusion. Remember that patience and persistence are
key throughout this undertaking.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Q1: How long does the K-1 visa process take?

Al: The entire process can take anywhere from several months to over a year,
reliant on several factors, including the amount of applications dealt with by
USCIS and any possible delays.

Q2: What happens if my K-1 visa is denied?

A2: A denied K-1 visa application can be appealed, but the process is
protracted and complex. It's vital to have substantial legal representation.

Q3: Can | work while on a K-1 visa?

A3: No, K-1 visa holders are generally not allowed to work in the US until they
obtain their green card after union their US citizen significant other and
altering their status.

Q4: What if my marriage ends before | get my green card?

A4: If the marriage ends before the change of status is approved, the green
card application will most likely be rejected, and you may face expulsion.

Q5: How much does it cost to apply for a K-1 visa and adjust status?

A5: The fees connected with the K-1 visa and adjustment of status process are
significant and vary depending on various factors, such as public filing fees
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and legal fees.
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