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1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse Manual Transmission
Problems: A Comprehensive Guide

The 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse, a sporty coupe popular for its performance and styling, also had its share
of mechanical issues. One area of frequent concern for owners of these vehicles, especially those with
the manual transmission, is the transmission itself. This article delves into the common 1998
Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission problems, offering insight into their causes, symptoms, and
potential solutions. We'll explore issues like synchronizer problems, clutch issues, gear grinding,
and transmission fluid leaks, providing owners with valuable information for diagnosis and repair.

Understanding the 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse Manual
Transmission
Before diving into specific problems, it's crucial to understand the basics of the 1998 Mitsubishi

Eclipse's manual transmission system. This typically involves a five-speed gearbox, a clutch assembly
(including the pressure plate, clutch disc, and throw-out bearing), and a linkage system for shifting
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gears. Proper maintenance, including regular fluid changes and careful driving habits, significantly
impacts the longevity of the transmission. Neglecting these aspects often contributes to the common
problems outlined below.

Common 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse Manual Transmission
Problems

Several issues plague the manual transmissions in 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipses. These aren't necessarily
exclusive to this model year but are commonly reported by owners.

##4# 1. Synchronizer Problems and Gear Grinding

One of the most prevalent complaints revolves around synchronizer problems, leading to gear
grinding. Synchronizers are components within the transmission that match the speeds of the gears
before engagement, ensuring smooth shifting. Wear and tear, especially with aggressive shifting or
insufficient lubrication (due to infrequent fluid changes), can cause these synchronizers to fail. This
manifests as a grinding noise when attempting to shift into a gear, particularly second, third, and
reverse. Ignoring this problem can lead to further damage to the transmission's internal components.

##4# 2. Clutch Issues

The clutch, a vital part of the manual transmission system, also frequently causes difficulties.
Symptoms of a failing clutch include slipping (the engine revs but the car doesn't accelerate), difficulty
engaging gears, and a burning smell emanating from the clutch area. These issues often stem from
wear and tear on the clutch disc, pressure plate, or throw-out bearing. Aggressive driving habits,
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frequent stop-and-go traffic, and general neglect significantly accelerate clutch wear. Replacing the
entire clutch assembly is often necessary.

##4# 3. Transmission Fluid Leaks

Transmission fluid leaks can lead to a range of problems, including reduced lubrication, gear
grinding, and ultimately transmission failure. Leaks often originate from worn seals or gaskets within
the transmission housing. Regularly checking the transmission fluid level and inspecting the
transmission for any signs of leakage is crucial for preventative maintenance. Neglecting a leak can
result in catastrophic damage to the transmission requiring a costly rebuild or replacement.

### 4. Shift Linkage Problems

The shift linkage connects the shifter to the transmission itself. Over time, this linkage can become
worn, bent, or loose, resulting in imprecise shifting, difficulty engaging gears, or even the inability to
select certain gears entirely. This issue is often caused by general wear and tear or damage from
impacts. Repairing the shift linkage typically involves adjustment, replacement of worn components, or
bushing replacement.

Diagnosing and Addressing the Problems

Diagnosing problems with a 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission requires a methodical
approach. Listening carefully for unusual noises during shifting (grinding, whining), checking for fluid
leaks, and paying attention to shifting difficulty all provide valuable clues. While some minor
adjustments or repairs might be DIY projects for mechanically inclined individuals, more significant
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problems often require professional attention from a qualified mechanic. They possess the specialized
tools and knowledge to properly diagnose and repair complex transmission issues.

Preventative Maintenance: Extending the Life of Your
Transmission

Proactive maintenance is key to minimizing the likelihood of encountering 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse
manual transmission problems. Regular transmission fluid changes, using the correct type and
quantity of fluid specified by Mitsubishi, are essential. Careful driving habits, avoiding aggressive
shifting and excessive clutch slippage, significantly extend transmission life. Regularly inspecting the
clutch, shifter linkage, and checking for leaks will help catch potential problems early, preventing more
extensive and costly repairs.

Conclusion

The 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse, while a stylish and fun-to-drive car, is not immune to manual transmission
problems. Understanding the common issues, such as synchronizer failures, clutch problems,
transmission fluid leaks and shift linkage difficulties, is crucial for proactive maintenance and timely
repairs. Regular inspections, proper fluid maintenance, and careful driving habits contribute
significantly to the longevity and smooth operation of your manual transmission, ensuring years of
reliable performance from your Eclipse.
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FAQ

Q1: How often should | change the transmission fluid in my 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse?

A1l: Mitsubishi recommends checking the transmission fluid level regularly, and changing it every
30,000 to 60,000 miles, or as specified in your owner's manual. More frequent changes are
recommended under harsh driving conditions. Using the correct type of transmission fluid is crucial -
using the wrong fluid can lead to premature wear and damage.

Q2: My car is making a grinding noise when I shift into second gear. What could be the
problem?

A2: This is a classic symptom of a worn synchronizer in second gear. Ignoring this could lead to more
extensive internal transmission damage. A qualified mechanic should inspect the transmission to
confirm the diagnosis and determine the best course of action - repair or replacement.

Q3: My clutch feels spongy. What should | do?

A3: A spongy clutch pedal often indicates air in the hydraulic clutch system or a failing master or slave
cylinder. Bleeding the clutch system might resolve the issue if air is present. However, if this doesn't
fix the problem, it may indicate a more serious issue requiring professional attention.

Q4: How much does a transmission rebuild or replacement typically cost?

A4: The cost of a transmission rebuild or replacement varies significantly based on the extent of the
damage, the availability of parts, and the labor rates in your area. Expect to pay several thousand
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dollars for a major transmission repair.
Q5: Can | fix minor transmission problems myself?

A5: Simple adjustments to the shift linkage might be manageable for experienced DIY mechanics.
However, more complex repairs requiring internal transmission work should be left to qualified
professionals. Improper repairs can worsen the problem and cause more extensive damage.

Q6: Are there any preventative measures | can take to avoid transmission problems?

A6: Yes! Regular fluid changes, careful driving habits (avoiding harsh shifting and excessive clutch
slippage), and regular inspections are essential for preventative maintenance. Address any minor
issues promptly to prevent them from becoming major problems.

Q7: What are the signs of a failing clutch?

A7: A failing clutch might manifest as slipping (engine revs high but car doesn’t accelerate), difficulty
engaging gears, a burning smell emanating from the clutch area, or a higher-than-normal engagement
point of the clutch pedal.

Q8: Is it better to rebuild or replace a manual transmission?

A8: The decision of whether to rebuild or replace a transmission depends on the extent of the
damage, the cost of parts, labor costs, and the overall condition of the transmission. A rebuild might
be more cost-effective for less extensive damage, whereas a replacement may be necessary for
severe internal damage. A qualified mechanic can help determine the best course of action.
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1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse Manual Transmission Problems: A
Deep Dive

The 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse, a sporty coupe that enthralled the hearts of many a young driver, also
presented with it a fair share of difficulties , particularly pertaining to its manual transmission. While
lauded for its powerful engine and spirited handling, the manual gearbox in this generation of the
Eclipse has become rather infamous among drivers for its tendency towards specific malfunctions .
This article will delve into these common problems, giving insight into their roots, potential signs, and
efficient strategies for mitigation .

The most frequently reported issue relates to the synchronizer assemblies within the transmission.
These components are in charge for aligning the speeds of the gears before they connect, stopping
grinding noises and hard shifting. Over time , these synchronizers can wear due to regular friction .
This deterioration is amplified by rough driving techniques, such as consistently failing the clutch, or
hastily shifting gears . The outcome is often stiff shifting, accompanied grinding noises, particularly in
particular gears , often second or third.

Another prevalent problem resides within the clutch . Significant clutch disc slippage can be a major
indicator of degradation. This slippage can present as a deficiency of thrust during acceleration , or a
acrid smell emanating from the clutch . The clutch itself can malfunction, leading to total clutch
malfunction. Ignoring regular clutch upkeep can significantly shorten the duration of the component .

The input shaft shaft can also fail , often due to abuse or poor upkeep. This component is vital for the
transmission of power . Damage to this shaft can lead to various symptoms including inconsistent
changes, unusual noises, and, in serious cases, utter transmission failure .
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Diagnosing these issues requires the skill of a qualified mechanic. Manual examination of the gearbox
may show worn parts . Further testing may require taking apart of the transmission for a more
comprehensive review.

Practical prevention strategies encompass regular upkeep, including regular oil changes using the
proper grade of transmission fluid . Driving with smooth techniques, eschewing abrupt starting and
abrupt braking can also help to extend the lifespan of the manual transmission. Finally, choosing a
reliable mechanic for regular examinations can help catch potential problems promptly.

In summary , the 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission, while capable , suffers from a variety of
potential problems, many of which are related to wear and mishandling. Understanding these common
issues , and adopting precautionary measures , can significantly improve the reliability and lifespan of

your 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse's manual transmission.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: My 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse manual transmission is grinding. What should I do? A: Avoid
further driving. Have the vehicle inspected by a mechanic to diagnose the specific issue, likely related
to worn synchronizers.

2. Q: How often should | change the transmission fluid in my 1998 Eclipse manual
transmission? A: Consult your owner's manual for specific recommendations, but generally, every
30,000-60,000 miles is a good guideline.

3. Q: My clutch is slipping. Is this a serious problem? A: Yes, clutch slippage is a serious issue
that can lead to complete clutch failure. Have it inspected and repaired promptly.
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4. Q: Can I fix these transmission problems myself? A: Unless you have extensive mechanical
experience, repairing a manual transmission is best left to a professional. Incorrect repairs can worsen
the issue.
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