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The year 2015 marked a significant point in software testing, with a strong emphasis on
manual testing alongside the burgeoning rise of automation. This article delves into
common manual testing interview questions and answers from that era, exploring the
core concepts and providing context relevant even today. We’ll examine various testing
methodologies, test case design techniques, and the importance of software testing
documentation, all crucial elements for effective manual software testing. We'll also
consider the evolution of the field since then.

Introduction: The Enduring Relevance of Manual
Testing

While automated testing has grown significantly since 2015, manual testing remains a
cornerstone of the software development lifecycle (SDLC). Manual testing questions and
answers from that period highlight the fundamental skills still highly valued: sharp
observation, critical thinking, and a deep understanding of user experience. This article
acts as a repository of knowledge, showcasing both the classic questions and providing
answers that reflect the enduring principles of effective manual testing. It's a valuable
resource for both seasoned testers looking to refresh their skills and newcomers aiming to
understand the foundations of the profession.

Common Manual Testing Questions and Answers
(2015 and Beyond)

This section addresses some common manual testing interview questions prevalent in
2015, and their relevance today. Remember, the specific questions might vary, but the
underlying principles remain consistent.

Q1: What is the difference between Verification and Validation?

A1l: Verification confirms if the *product is being built correctly* - does it adhere to the
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specifications? Validation confirms if the *correct product is being built* - does it meet
user needs and requirements? Think of verification as checking if you're building the right
features according to the blueprint, while validation checks if the building serves its
intended purpose. This distinction was, and continues to be, a crucial concept in manual
testing discussions.

Q2: Explain different types of Software Testing.
A2:1In 2015, and today, a broad range of testing types exists. This includes:

e Unit Testing: Testing individual components or modules.

e Integration Testing: Testing the interaction between modules.

e System Testing: Testing the entire system as a whole.

¢ Acceptance Testing: Testing by the end-user to ensure it meets requirements.

* Regression Testing: Retesting after code changes to ensure no new bugs were
introduced (crucial even in agile methodologies). This often involved significant
manual effort in 2015.

e Usability Testing: Evaluating the ease of use and user experience.

Q3: How do you write effective Test Cases?
A3: Effective test cases are clear, concise, and unambiguous. They should include:

e Test Case ID: A unique identifier.

e Test Case Name: A descriptive name.

¢ Objective: The goal of the test case.

e Preconditions: Conditions needed before executing the test case.
e Steps: Detailed steps to execute the test.

e Expected Result: The anticipated outcome.

¢ Actual Result: The observed outcome after execution.

e Pass/Fail: Indicates if the test case passed or failed.

Effective test case design techniques, like equivalence partitioning and boundary value
analysis, were, and are still, vital to efficient manual testing.

Q4: What is the importance of Test Data?

A4: Test data mirrors real-world data, enabling testers to simulate various scenarios and
detect bugs. It is crucial to create robust test data, ensuring proper coverage of different
data types, boundary values, and edge cases. The management and generation of test data
were, and continue to be, significant considerations for manual testers.

Q5: Describe your experience with defect reporting.

A5: A well-written defect report is essential. It should include:
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e Defect ID: A unique identifier.

e Summary: A brief description of the defect.

¢ Steps to Reproduce: Clear and concise steps to reproduce the defect.
¢ Expected Result: The expected behavior.

¢ Actual Result: The observed behavior.

e Severity: The impact of the defect (critical, major, minor, etc.).

e Priority: The urgency of fixing the defect (high, medium, low).

¢ Screenshots or Videos: Visual evidence of the defect.

Effective defect reporting remains a core skill for manual testers irrespective of the year.

Benefits of Manual Testing in 2015 (and Today)

Even with increased automation, manual testing offers several irreplaceable advantages:

e Exploratory Testing: Manual testing allows for spontaneous exploration,
uncovering unexpected issues that automated scripts might miss.

e Usability Testing: Human testers can effectively evaluate the user experience and
identify areas for improvement.

¢ Ad-hoc Testing: Quick, informal testing sessions can identify immediate problems.

e Cost-Effectiveness for Smaller Projects: For smaller projects, the initial
investment in automation might outweigh the benefits of manual testing.

¢ Accessibility Testing: Manual testers can assess accessibility features and ensure
compliance with accessibility guidelines.

Challenges and Evolution Since 2015

While manual testing remains crucial, the landscape has evolved since 2015. The increased
adoption of Agile methodologies necessitates faster testing cycles. The rise of automation
tools has reduced the need for repetitive manual testing tasks, freeing up testers to focus
on higher-level testing activities like exploratory testing and usability testing. The
incorporation of test management tools and improved communication across teams
(DevOps) have also significantly impacted the way manual testing is integrated into the
SDLC.

Conclusion: The Continuing Role of Manual Testers

Manual testing questions and answers from 2015, while specific to that time, highlight
enduring principles still relevant today. While automation plays a vital role, manual
testing's human element—intuition, adaptability, and creativity—remains irreplaceable in
ensuring high-quality software. The effective manual tester needs to stay updated on new
methodologies and technologies while maintaining a strong grasp of fundamental testing
concepts.
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FAQ

Q1: Is manual testing becoming obsolete?

Al: No. While automation is growing, manual testing remains essential for exploratory
testing, usability testing, and addressing complex scenarios automation struggles with. It's
a complementary approach, not a replacement.

Q2: What skills are needed for manual testing in 2024?

A2: Beyond technical skills (understanding software development lifecycles and different
testing types), strong analytical and communication skills are paramount. The ability to
collaborate with developers and document findings effectively is also essential.

Q3: How can I improve my manual testing skills?

A3: Practice is crucial. Work on personal projects, participate in online testing
communities, and pursue relevant certifications. Continuous learning is key, given the
ever-evolving software development landscape.

Q4: What are some good resources for learning manual testing?

A4: Online courses (Udemy, Coursera), books on software testing methodologies, and
professional certifications (ISTQB) are valuable resources. Networking with experienced
testers is also beneficial.

Q5: What's the difference between black box and white box testing in the context
of manual testing?

A5: Black box testing involves testing the software without knowing the internal code
structure, focusing solely on input and output. White box testing, on the other hand,
requires knowledge of the internal code structure and focuses on testing individual code
paths and logic. Manual testing can encompass both approaches.

Q6: How does manual testing fit into Agile development?

AG6: In Agile, manual testing is integrated throughout the iterative development process,
with frequent testing cycles and close collaboration between testers and developers. It's a
continuous process of feedback and improvement.

Q7: What are some common mistakes to avoid in manual testing?

A7: Common mistakes include inadequate test planning, insufficient test data, inconsistent
defect reporting, and neglecting usability testing. Thorough planning and attention to
detail are essential.
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Q8: What is the future of manual testing?

A8: The future of manual testing is likely to involve a greater focus on exploratory testing,
usability testing, and specialized areas like security testing and accessibility testing.
Testers will need to be skilled in using automation tools effectively alongside their manual
skills to maximize efficiency and effectiveness.

Manual Testing Questions and Answers 2015: A Retrospective and Future-Oriented Glance

The year 2015 represented a pivotal moment in the advancement of software testing.
While automation was achieving traction, manual testing remained - and continues to
remain - a fundamental component of a strong quality assurance (QA) strategy. This article
delves into the common manual testing questions and answers prevalent around 2015,
highlighting their enduring relevance and offering a contemporary perspective on their
use.

Understanding the Landscape of 2015

The application development landscape of 2015 was defined by a growing acceptance of
agile methodologies. This change emphasized iterative development and continuous
feedback, putting a value on rapid testing cycles. Manual testing, with its versatility,
played a critical role in this environment, allowing testers to swiftly adapt to shifting
requirements and deliver immediate feedback.

Common Manual Testing Questions and Answers (2015 & Beyond)

Let's explore some common inquiries surrounding manual testing in 2015, and how their
answers continue to hold water today:

1. What is the difference between manual and automated testing? Manual testing
involves human testers interfacing with the software, performing test cases and reporting
errors. Automated testing uses scripts and tools to robotize the testing process. The key
distinction lies in the methodology; manual testing is human-driven, while automated
testing is computer-driven. Both are necessary for a thorough QA strategy.

2. What are the different types of manual testing? Manual testing encompasses a
wide range of techniques, including:

e Unit testing: Testing individual components of the software in isolation.

e Integration testing: Testing the interaction between different modules.

e System testing: Testing the entire system as a entity.

e Acceptance testing: Testing to confirm the software meets the needs of the end-
user.

e Usability testing: Assessing the accessibility of the software.
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3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of manual testing? Manual testing
offers higher versatility and the ability to discover subtle defects that might be missed by
automation. However, it's labor-intensive and susceptible to human error. Automated
testing, on the other hand, is faster and more reproducible, but might miss context-
dependent issues.

4. How do I write effective test cases? Effective test cases are clear, succinct, testable,
and traceable back to requirements. They should include a unique identifier, a description
of the test, outcomes, and steps to perform the test.

5. What are some common challenges in manual testing? Difficulties in manual
testing involve limited coverage, time constraints, keeping uniformity across different
testers, and the difficulty of identifying all likely defects.

Practical Benefits and Implementation Strategies

The advantages of strong manual testing are considerable. It leads to a higher standard of
software, decreases the risk of production issues, betters customer satisfaction, and
reduces long-term costs associated with defect resolutions.

To execute effective manual testing, organizations should allocate in detailed training for
testers, create clear processes, utilize relevant testing tools, and embed manual testing
into the broader software development cycle.

Conclusion

While the technological context has evolved significantly since 2015, the fundamental
principles of manual testing remain valid. Understanding the common questions and
answers from that era provides a valuable foundation for anyone seeking to hone their
manual testing skills. The combination of manual and automated testing continues to be
the most effective way to ensure high-quality software. The human touch remains
irreplaceable in identifying subtle issues and guaranteeing a smooth user experience.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Is manual testing still relevant in the age of automation? Yes, absolutely. While
automation is crucial for repetitive tasks, manual testing is still necessary for exploratory
testing, usability testing, and identifying subtle bugs that automation might miss.

2. What skills are necessary for a manual tester? Strong analytical skills, attention to
detail, good communication skills, and a solid understanding of software development
principles are crucial.

3. How can I improve my manual testing skills? Continuous learning, practicing
different testing techniques, and staying updated on industry best practices are essential
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for improvement.

4. What is the future of manual testing? Manual testing will likely continue to exist
alongside automation, focusing on areas where human judgment and creativity are still
needed.

5. What certifications are available for manual testers? Numerous certifications, such
as ISTQB Foundation Level, are available to demonstrate competence and expertise in
manual testing.
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