Stoning Of Stephen Bible Lesson For
Kids

The Stoning of Stephen: A Bible
Lesson for Kids

The story of Stephen, found in Acts chapter 7, is a powerful and sometimes
challenging narrative from the Bible. While the brutal act of his stoning might seem
unsuitable for children, the underlying themes of faith, forgiveness, and persecution
offer valuable lessons that can be adapted for young audiences. This article explores
the stoning of Stephen, offering a kid-friendly interpretation of this significant biblical
event, suitable for Sunday school classes, family discussions, or individual study. We'll



unpack the story, explore its relevant themes, and consider how to present it in a way
that is both engaging and age-appropriate for children.

Understanding the Story of Stephen

Stephen, a devout follower of Jesus, was one of the first deacons in the early church.
He was known for his faith and his ability to eloquently defend his beliefs. However,
his powerful preaching angered many Jewish leaders who opposed the Christian
message. These leaders accused Stephen of blasphemy - speaking against God - and
brought him before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish high court (Keyword: Stephen's
Martyrdom).

Acts 7 details Stephen's courageous defense of his faith. He recounts the history of
Israel, highlighting God's faithfulness and the people's repeated failures. This powerful
speech, filled with truth and conviction, only fueled the anger of his accusers.
Ultimately, they dragged Stephen outside the city walls and stoned him to death
(Keyword: Stephen's Faith). Even as he was being stoned, Stephen prayed for his
persecutors, demonstrating extraordinary forgiveness and love. This act of
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unwavering faith, even in the face of death, is a central teaching point within the
story. (Keyword: Persecution in the Bible)

The Lessons from Stephen's Story for Children

The story of Stephen, while tragic, is rich with important lessons for children. It's
crucial to present these lessons sensitively, focusing on the positive aspects and
avoiding overly graphic details of the stoning itself. Here are some key takeaways:

e Courage in the Face of Adversity: Stephen faced intense opposition and
persecution, yet he remained steadfast in his faith. We can teach children that
standing up for what's right, even when it's difficult, is an act of bravery. Use
examples from their own lives, such as standing up to bullying or speaking the
truth when it's unpopular. (Keyword: Bible stories about courage)

* Forgiveness and Love for Enemies: Stephen's final act of praying for those
who were stoning him is a powerful example of forgiveness and love. This
teaches children the importance of compassion, even towards those who have
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wronged them. We can help them understand that forgiveness doesn't mean
condoning the actions of others, but rather choosing love over hatred.

e The Importance of Faith and Perseverance: Stephen's unwavering faith,
even in the face of death, shows the strength and power of believing in
something greater than ourselves. Children can learn that their faith, like
Stephen's, can give them strength and courage in challenging times. This can
be related to facing personal challenges, overcoming difficulties in school or
friendships, etc.

* The Consequences of Intolerance: The story highlights the dangers of
intolerance and the importance of accepting different viewpoints. Children can
learn to respect others, even if they don't agree with their beliefs.

* God's Presence in Suffering: Stephen’s final prayer and his peaceful death
demonstrate God'’s presence, even in moments of immense suffering. Children
can learn that God is with them in challenging times and that even death isn't

the end of the story for believers.
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Teaching the Story Effectively to Children

Presenting the stoning of Stephen to children requires sensitivity and careful planning.
Here are some suggestions:

* Age-Appropriate Language: Avoid graphic descriptions of the violence. Focus
instead on Stephen's faith, courage, and forgiveness.

¢ Visual Aids: Use age-appropriate visuals, such as pictures or illustrations, to
help children understand the story.

 Interactive Activities: Engage children through discussions, role-playing, or
crafts related to the story's themes. For example, children could create artwork
depicting Stephen's courage or write letters expressing forgiveness.

¢ Relatable Examples: Connect the story to children's own lives, using
examples of courage, forgiveness, or standing up for what's right.

e Emphasis on Positive Aspects: Focus on Stephen's unwavering faith, his
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powerful message, and his ultimate victory through death.

Connecting the Story to Modern Life

The story of Stephen remains relevant today. Christians around the world still face
persecution for their faith. By studying Stephen’s example, children can learn to stand
up for their beliefs and to show compassion and love even in the face of adversity.
They can learn about the continuing persecution of Christians and other religious
groups around the world, promoting empathy and understanding.

We can discuss modern-day examples of people who have shown courage and faith in

the face of difficult situations, connecting the story's lessons to contemporary events
and inspiring children to live lives of faith and integrity.

Conclusion

The stoning of Stephen is a powerful and moving story that offers invaluable lessons
for children about faith, forgiveness, courage, and the consequences of intolerance.
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By presenting this story thoughtfully and sensitively, we can help children learn
important life lessons and grow in their understanding of God's love and grace. The
story emphasizes that true strength lies not in physical might but in unwavering faith
and unwavering love. It's a story that can inspire young hearts to live lives of integrity
and compassion, even in the face of adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: How can | explain the stoning to young children without scaring them?

Al: Focus on Stephen's faith and love, not the graphic details of the stoning. You can

say something like, "Stephen was hurt badly because he believed in Jesus," avoiding

the specific act. Emphasize his forgiveness and his prayer for his attackers. Use age-
appropriate language and visuals.

Q2: What is the significance of Stephen being a deacon?

A2: Stephen's role as a deacon highlights the importance of service and ministry
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within the early church. He was chosen for his faith and ability to help others,
demonstrating that serving God involves actively helping those around us.

Q3: Why did the Jewish leaders oppose Stephen?

A3: The Jewish leaders opposed Stephen because his preaching about Jesus
challenged their traditional beliefs and authority. They perceived his message as a
threat to their religious and social order.

Q4: What is the meaning of Stephen's prayer for his persecutors?

A4: Stephen's prayer demonstrates the ultimate act of forgiveness and love, mirroring
Jesus' teachings. It shows that even in the face of unimaginable suffering, love and
compassion can triumph over hate. This highlights the Christian principle of turning

the other cheek and responding to violence with peace.

Q5: How can | use this story to teach children about persecution?

A5: This story provides an opportunity to discuss persecution in general. Explain that
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people have faced opposition and suffering for their beliefs throughout history, not
just in Stephen's time. You can discuss modern-day examples of religious persecution
and encourage children to show empathy and understanding towards those who
suffer for their faith.

Q6: What is the best way to end the lesson with children?

A6: End on a positive note, focusing on Stephen's faith and victory over death. You
can discuss how Stephen's story inspires us to live courageous and loving lives. You
could have the children draw pictures or write down what they learned about
Stephen's faith and courage. Lead them in a prayer of thanksgiving for Stephen's
example.

Q7: Are there any other Bible stories that complement this lesson?

A7: Stories about Jesus' suffering and resurrection, the story of Daniel in the lion's
den, or the story of Esther, all show examples of faith and courage in the face of
adversity and can be used to build on this lesson.
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Q8: How can | make this story relevant to today's children?

A8: Relate Stephen's courage to everyday situations children face. For example,
standing up to bullying, speaking truth to power, or showing kindness to someone
who is different. This helps them connect the abstract concepts of faith and courage
to their own lives.

The Stoning of Stephen: A Bible Lesson for Kids -
Understanding Persecution | Opposition |
Martyrdom

The narrative | story | account of Stephen's stoning, found in Acts chapter 7, can
seem difficult | challenging | complex for young learners. However, this powerful
episode | event | incident offers valuable lessons | teachings | insights about faith,
perseverance | endurance | steadfastness, and the consequences | outcomes | results
of hatred | bigotry | intolerance. Instead of focusing solely on the violence | brutality |
cruelty, we can use this passage | section | portion of scripture to cultivate | foster |
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nurture empathy, understanding, and a deeper appreciation | respect | admiration for
those who stood | remained | persisted firm | strong | unwavering in their beliefs.

Stephen: A Man of Faith | Belief | Conviction

Before delving | exploring | examining the tragic | sad | unfortunate event of
Stephen's death, it's crucial | essential | important to understand | appreciate | grasp
the character of Stephen himself. The Bible portrays him as a man full | filled | replete

of the Holy Spirit, known | recognized | renowned for his piety | devotion | godliness
and his ability to articulate | express | communicate the message | teaching | word of
God with power and grace. He was a deacon | minister | servant, actively involved |
engaged | participating in the early Christian community | church | congregation,
caring | looking after | ministering to the needs | requirements | demands of the
widows | vulnerable | needy.

This description | portrayal | depiction helps children connect | relate | empathize with
Stephen. He wasn't just a passive | inactive | unengaged recipient | receiver | taker of
faith; he was actively living | practicing | demonstrating his faith, serving | helping |
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assisting others, and sharing | spreading | proclaiming the good news | message |
word. We can use this to discuss the importance | significance | value of action | deed
| work accompanying faith. Just | Simply | Merely believing isn't enough; we need to
show | demonstrate | manifest our faith through our words | actions | deeds.

The Conflict | Dispute | Argument and its Causes

The conflict | dispute | argument that led to Stephen's stoning stemmed from the
growing | increasing | expanding acceptance | adoption | embracing of Christianity,
particularly amongst non-Jewish | Gentile | outsider people | individuals | folks. This
change | shift | transformation threatened the established religious | spiritual | faith-

based order | system | structure, resulting | leading | causing in jealousy | envy |

resentment and opposition | resistance | conflict from some Jewish leaders. They
accused | charged | blamed Stephen of blasphemy | heresy | sacrilege, a serious |
grave | severe crime in their time.

This part | section | aspect of the story offers a chance to discuss the challenges |
difficulties | obstacles faced by early Christians. We can use analogies | comparisons |
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similarities from today's world - perhaps situations where individuals | people |
persons stand up for their beliefs even when faced with criticism | condemnation |
judgment or pressure | coercion | influence. This promotes | fosters | encourages
discussion | conversation | dialogue about the importance | significance | value of
courage | bravery | boldness in the face of adversity | difficulty | hardship.

Stephen's Response | Reaction | Answer and his Message

Instead of retreating | backing down | yielding, Stephen responded | reacted |
answered with a powerful speech | address | sermon, recounting | relating | narrating
the history of God's relationship | interaction | engagement with Israel | the Jewish
people | God's chosen. He didn't shirk | avoid | evade the accusations | charges |
claims but addressed | tackled | confronted them head-on, demonstrating | showing |
illustrating the consistency | continuity | unbroken line of God's plan | purpose |
design.

This segment | part | portion of the story is rich | abundant | full with opportunities |
chances | possibilities for teaching | instructing | educating children about God's
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patience | forbearance | tolerance and love | compassion | affection. Even faced with
unjust | wrongful | unfair treatment | handling | management, Stephen maintained |
preserved | continued his calm | peace | tranquility and his focus | attention |
concentration on God's message | word | teaching. This models | shows | exemplifies
a powerful example | instance | illustration of forgiveness | pardon | condonation and
love | compassion | kindness even in the face of death | demise | passing.

The Lesson | Teaching | Moral of the Story

The stoning | killing | execution of Stephen serves as a reminder | memorandum |
token that following | obeying | adhering Jesus may lead | result | bring to persecution
| opposition | adversity. It is not a promise | assurance | guarantee of an easy life.
However, the story also highlights | emphasizes | underscores the importance |
significance | value of remaining faithful | loyal | devoted to God, even in the face of
great | intense | substantial suffering | pain | hardship. Stephen's death | passing |
demise wasn't a failure | defeat | loss; it was a testimony | witness | affirmation to the
power of faith.
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For kids, the lesson focuses on:

* Courage in the face of adversity: Stephen showed bravery in the face of
threats | dangers | perils.
* The importance of forgiveness: Stephen's final prayer displays an act of
ultimate forgiveness.
* Perseverance in faith: Even faced with death, Stephen remained steadfast in
his belief.
e The consequences of hatred and intolerance: The actions of Stephen’s
persecutors had severe and ultimately tragic consequences.

Practical Application and Discussion Prompts:

e Discuss instances where someone showed courage in standing up for what they
believe in.
e Explore how we can show love and compassion to those who disagree with us.
e Talk about ways to deal with bullying | intimidation | harassment or unfairness |
injustice | wrongdoing.
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* Reflect on how we can live | practice | demonstrate our faith in our daily lives |
actions | deeds.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
Q1: Why did they stone Stephen?

Al: Stephen was accused of blasphemy against God and Moses, a serious | grave |
severe crime at the time. The accusations | charges | claims were primarily fueled |
driven | motivated by jealousy | envy | resentment towards the growing | increasing |
expanding acceptance of Christianity among non-Jewish | Gentile | outsider
communities.

Q2: Was Stephen's death unnecessary | avoidable | preventable?

A2: From a human | worldly | earthly perspective, yes, it appears unnecessary |
avoidable | preventable. However, the Bible presents it as part | a component | an
element of God's greater | larger | grander plan | purpose | design. Stephen’s death
became a powerful testimony | witness | affirmation to the faith, leading to its further
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spread | propagation | expansion.

Q3: How can we learn | understand | grasp from Stephen's story | narrative |
account?

A3: Stephen's story | narrative | account teaches | instructs | educates us about the
importance | significance | value of faith, courage | bravery | boldness, forgiveness,
and perseverance | endurance | steadfastness in the face of adversity | hardship |
difficulty. It reminds | alerts | warns us of the dangers | perils | threats of hatred |
bigotry | intolerance and injustice | wrongdoing | unfairness.

Q4: How can | explain | clarify | interpret this difficult | challenging | complex
topic | subject | matter to younger children?

A4: Focus on Stephen’s love | compassion | kindness and faith. Highlight | emphasize |
underscore his willingness | readiness | preparedness to share | spread | proclaim the
good news | message | word and his | Stephen’s forgiveness even in the face of
intense | great | significant suffering | pain | hardship. Avoid dwelling on the graphic
details of the stoning. Use age-appropriate language and relatable examples.
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By carefully approaching | tackling | addressing this story | narrative | account, we can
help children learn | understand | grasp profound lessons | teachings | insights about
faith, perseverance | endurance | steadfastness, and the importance | significance |
value of loving | caring for | cherishing even our enemies | opponents | persecutors.
The stoning | killing | execution of Stephen remains a powerful | strong | influential

testimony | witness | affirmation to the enduring power | strength | might of faith.
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