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The 2007-2012 Outlook for Wireless Communication Services in Greater China: A
Retrospective

The period between 2007 and 2012 witnessed explosive growth in wireless communication services across Greater China, transforming the region's technological landscape and social fabric. This article
examines the key trends, challenges, and opportunities that shaped this pivotal era, focusing on the predictions made and how they played out in reality. We will delve into the significant developments in
3G technology adoption, the rise of mobile internet usage, the impact of government policy, the competitive dynamics between telecom operators, and the emergence of new mobile
applications.

The Dawn of 3G and Mobile Broadband in Greater China

The rollout of 3G networks across mainland China, Hong Kong, and Taiwan during this period formed the bedrock of this wireless revolution. While some predictions in 2007 were overly optimistic about
immediate widespread adoption due to infrastructure limitations and higher initial costs, the subsequent years showed substantial progress. 3G technology adoption significantly accelerated, driven by
falling prices of 3G handsets and increasing data consumption. This shift spurred the development of innovative mobile applications and services. However, the initial infrastructure rollout faced
significant challenges, particularly in rural areas where network coverage remained patchy. This uneven distribution influenced the rate of 3G adoption and its impact on digital inequality.

#4## The Rise of Mobile Internet Usage

Hand in hand with the expansion of 3G came a surge in mobile internet usage. Predictions for data traffic growth were consistently surpassed. The explosion of smartphones, particularly from local
manufacturers like Huawei and ZTE, fueled this trend. The increasing affordability of devices and data plans made mobile internet access commonplace, leading to a fundamental shift in how people
consumed information, communicated, and conducted business. This period saw the emergence of popular mobile applications, from social networking platforms (like Tencent QQ and WeChat) to mobile
payment systems (like Alipay), fundamentally altering daily life in Greater China.

Government Policies and Market Regulation

Government policy played a crucial role in shaping the wireless communication landscape. While the Chinese government encouraged the development of the telecom sector, regulations also aimed to
control content and maintain social stability. Licensing procedures for 3G networks, spectrum allocation, and regulations on foreign investment significantly impacted the competitive dynamics among
telecom operators. The emphasis on domestic technology development also favored local players, boosting the growth of Chinese telecom equipment manufacturers. Analyzing government policies and

their impact on the market is crucial to understanding the overall trajectory of the wireless communication sector during this period. The balance between encouraging innovation and controlling content
created a complex regulatory environment, constantly adapting to the rapidly changing technological landscape.

The Competitive Landscape: Telecom Operators and Market Share

The market share battles among telecom operators were intense. China Mobile, China Unicom, and China Telecom each adopted different strategies to capture market share. This competitive
environment drove innovation, stimulated investment in network infrastructure, and led to competitive pricing plans, ultimately benefiting consumers. Analyzing the strategies of these three giants and
their market share evolution during 2007-2012 is essential to understanding the dynamics of the period. The competitive landscape saw strategic partnerships, mergers and acquisitions, and aggressive

marketing campaigns, shaping the overall structure of the wireless communication market.
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The Emergence of Mobile Applications and Services

The period 2007-2012 saw the genesis of many mobile applications that are now integral to daily life in Greater China. The rapid growth of mobile applications transformed communication,
entertainment, and commerce. Social media platforms, mobile games, mobile payment systems, and e-commerce applications experienced phenomenal growth, fundamentally altering consumer behavior
and creating new business models. This ecosystem fostered innovation and entrepreneurship, contributing significantly to the economic growth of the region. Predicting the success of specific
applications proved challenging, but the overall trend toward increased mobile app usage was consistently evident.

Conclusion: A Transformative Decade

The 2007-2012 outlook for wireless communication services in Greater China was marked by significant growth and transformation. The widespread adoption of 3G, the rise of mobile internet usage,
government policies, intense competition among telecom operators, and the burgeoning mobile app ecosystem were all pivotal in shaping this period. While some predictions fell short of reality in
specific areas, the overall trajectory of rapid growth and technological advancement proved remarkably accurate. This period laid the foundation for the even more dramatic developments in the wireless
communication sector in the following years.

FAQ

Q1: What were the biggest challenges faced by telecom operators during this period?

Al: Telecom operators faced challenges in infrastructure deployment, particularly in reaching rural areas. Securing sufficient spectrum licenses and managing the rapid growth of data traffic presented
significant technical and logistical hurdles. Competition from other operators also demanded constant innovation and investment.

Q2: How did government regulation impact innovation in the sector?

A2: Government regulation aimed to strike a balance between encouraging innovation and controlling content. While it fostered domestic technology development, it also created a complex regulatory
environment that could sometimes stifle innovation. The impact varied across different aspects of the sector.

Q3: What role did smartphone manufacturers play in this growth?

A3: Domestic smartphone manufacturers like Huawei and ZTE played a crucial role, offering increasingly affordable and feature-rich devices that facilitated 3G and mobile internet adoption. Their
contribution to making mobile technology accessible to a wider population cannot be overstated.

Q4: How did the rise of mobile applications change consumer behavior?

A4: The rise of mobile applications fundamentally altered how people communicated, shopped, accessed information, and interacted with their environment. It led to an increased reliance on mobile
devices and fostered the development of new business models.

Q5: What were some of the key technological advancements besides 3G that influenced this period?

A5: Advancements in mobile processors, battery technology, and screen technology were also crucial. These developments enabled the creation of more powerful and user-friendly smartphones that
supported the growing demands of mobile internet usage.

Q6: What were some of the unmet predictions from the 2007 outlook?

A6: Some predictions overestimated the immediate speed of rural 3G network deployment and the rapid adoption of specific mobile applications. The exact rate of data consumption, while generally
predicted to rise, exceeded initial projections.

Q7: How did this period affect the overall economic development of Greater China?
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A7: The rapid growth of the wireless communication sector contributed significantly to economic development through job creation, increased investment, and the stimulation of new industries like
mobile app development and mobile commerce.

Q8: What were the implications for digital inequality during this period?

A8: Uneven infrastructure rollout created digital inequality, with urban areas enjoying much faster and broader access than rural areas. This disparity in access to 3G and mobile internet services needs
to be addressed to ensure inclusive digital growth.

The 2007-2012 Outlook for Wireless Communication Services in Greater China: A Booming Landscape

The period between 2007 and 2012 witnessed remarkable growth in wireless communication services across Greater China - encompassing mainland China, Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan. This time
was characterized by swift technological advancements, intense competition, and substantial economic progress. This article will explore the key trends and factors that shaped the wireless connectivity
landscape during this crucial five-year stretch.

The Foundation: A Market Ready to Explode

By 2007, Greater China possessed the components for a wireless revolution. A large and swiftly growing population, increasing disposable incomes, and a craving for interaction created a fertile ground
for growth. While fixed-line telephony still played a role, the appeal of mobile devices - offering mobility and flexibility - was irresistible. This was further fueled by the spread of affordable handsets and
aggressive pricing strategies from numerous service providers.

Technological Advancements: Fueling the Fire

The period saw the widespread adoption of 3G technology, offering quicker data speeds compared to its 2G predecessor. This enabled the emergence of mobile internet access, altering the way people
connected. The introduction of smartphones, with their advanced operating systems and range of programs, further quickened this change. This combination of technological advancements and
increasing desire propelled the wireless market into rapid expansion.

Competitive Landscape: A Battle for Market Share

The Greater China wireless market was intensely competitive, with veteran players like China Mobile, China Unicom, and China Telecom vying for dominance. These companies engaged in fierce price
wars, ambitious marketing campaigns, and innovative service offerings. The strength of this competition helped consumers, leading to reduced prices and a wider selection of options.

Regional Variations: A Diverse Market

While the overall trend was one of swift growth, there were noticeable regional variations. Mainland China, with its extensive population and varied economic landscape, experienced the most
remarkable growth. Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Macau, while having smaller populations, gained from greater per capita incomes and a more developed technological infrastructure. These variations
highlight the sophistication of the Greater China market and the need for personalized strategies by service providers.

Challenges and Opportunities:

Despite the positive outlook, the wireless industry in Greater China also faced difficulties. These included the need to manage network capacity in the face of surging demand, the intricacy of rolling out
infrastructure in rural areas, and the persistent competition. However, these challenges also presented opportunities for creativity and funding. The improvement of new technologies, such as LTE, and
the expansion of premium services, promised to further enhance the wireless experience and drive more growth.

Looking Back and Forward:

The 2007-2012 period represents a pivotal moment in the history of wireless communication services in Greater China. This period witnessed groundbreaking changes, driven by technological
advancements, strong competition, and a booming economy. While specific numbers and market share details might require more granular investigation, the overall trend of exponential growth remains
clear. The foundations laid during this period laid the way for the even more advanced and unified wireless landscape we see today.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: What was the primary driver of growth in the wireless market during this period?

A1l: The mixture of a expanding population, increasing disposable incomes, technological advancements (like 3G and smartphones), and fierce competition fueled the extraordinary growth in the wireless
market.

Q2: What were the major players in the Greater China wireless market during 2007-2012?
A2: The dominant players were China Mobile, China Unicom, and China Telecom.
Q3: Did the rapid growth come without challenges?
A3: Yes, challenges included handling network capacity, infrastructure deployment in remote areas, and the intense competition.
Q4: How did regional differences affect the market?
A4: Mainland China experienced the most spectacular growth due to its huge population, while Hong Kong, Taiwan, and Macau benefited from higher per capita incomes and more mature infrastructure.
Q5: What were the long-term implications of this period's growth?

A5: The substantial growth laid the foundation for the even more advanced and unified wireless landscape we see in Greater China today, affecting various aspects of daily life and economic growth.
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